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Schlage  Lock  Reduced  to  Rubble  in  a  Few  Months 


Demolition  of  the  fyrmer  Schlage  Lock  facility  continued  in  July  to  make  way  for  new  Visitacion  Valley  housing. 


Stage  Set  in  Mc  Laren  Park  for  Seventh  Annual  Jeny  Day 


The  Seventh  Annual  )err)'  Garcia 
Day  this  summer  will  once  again 
reunite  former  band  member 
Melvin  Seals  with  the  fans  that 
have  kept  jerry  Garcia's  memory 
and  music  alive. 

Sunday,  August  2  at  the  venue 
named  in  his  honor,  the  )enry  Garda 
Amphitheater  in  John  McLaren  F^rk, 
fans  will  be  treated  to  moreauthentic 
nostalgia  than  usual  with  perfor- 


mances by  Melvin  Seals,  who  played 
with  tlie  Jerry  Garcia  Band  for  15 
years.  "He  was  just  playing  the  tasti- 
est little  stuff.  I  thought,  'Uiis  guy  is 
just  too  much!'  I  asked  him  what  his 
name  was.  He  said,  'Melvin  Seals'," 
(Jerry  Garcia,  on  meeting  Melvin 
Seals)  Mr.  Seals,  featured  on  Sunday 
with  the  JGB  Band,  is  a  San  Frandsco 
native  who  grew  up  and  still  resides 
in  the  Bayview,  where  he  plays  in  lo- 


Taking  Advantage  of  Recovery  Act  Benefits 

With  2009  now  half  over,  the  In-  to  taxpayers  who  make  qualified 
temalRevenueServiceremindstax-  new  vehicle  purchases  after  Feb. 
payers  to  take  advantage  of  the  nu-  16, 2009,  and  before  Jan.  1,2010. 
merous  tax  breaks  made  available  Qualifying  taxpayers  can  de- 
earlierthisyearintheAmericanR^  duct  the  state  and  local  sales  and 
covery  and  Reinvestment  Act        excise  taxes  paid  on  the  purchase 

The  recovery  law  provides  tax  in-  of  new  cars,  light  trucks,  motor 
centives  for  first-time  homebuyers,  homes  and  motorcycles, 
people  purchasing  new  cars,  those  There  is  no  limit  on  the  number 
interested  in  making  their  homes  of  vehicles  that  may  be  purchased, 
more  energy  effideit  and  parents  and  you  may  claim  the  deduction 
andstudentspayingforcollege.But  for  taxes  paid  on  multiple  pur- 
all  of  these  incentives  have  expira-  chases.  But  the  deduction  per  ve- 
tion  dales  so  taxpayers  should  take  hide  is  limited  to  the  tax  on  up  to 
advantage  of  them  while  they  can.  S49,500  of  the  purchase  price  of 
First-Time  Homebuyer  Credit        each  qualifying  vehicle  and 

The  Reawer>'  Act  extended  and  phases  out  for  taxpayers  at  higher 
expanded  thefirst-timehomebuyer  income  levels.  This  deduction  is 
tax  credit  for  2009.  Taxpayers  who  available  regardless  of  whether  a 
didn't  own  a  principal  residence  taxpayer  itemizes  deductions  on 
during  the  past  three  years  and  pur-  Schedule  A 
chaseahomethisyearbeforeDec.  1  Energy-Efficient  Home  Improvements 
can  receive  a  credit  of  up  to  $8,000  The  Recovery  Acialsoencourages 
on  either  an  original  or  amended  homeowners  to  make  their  homes 
2008  tax  return,  or  a  2009  return.      moreenerg)'  efficient.  Thecredit  for 

But  the  purchase  must  close  be-  nonbusiness  energy  property  is  in- 
fore  Dec.  i,  2009,  and  an  eligible  creased  for  home  -owners  who 
taxpayer  cannot  claim  thecredit  makequalifiedenergy-effidentim- 
until  after  the  closing  date.  This  provements  to  existing  homes.  The 
credit  phases  out  at  higher  in-  law  increases  the  rate  to  30  percent 
come  levels,  and  different  rules  ofthecostofallqualifyingimprove- 
apply  lo  home  purchases  made  ments  and  raises  the  maximum 
2008.  credit  limit  to  a  total  of  $1,500  for 

New  Vehicle  Purchase  Incentive      improvements  placed  in  service  in 

ARRAals(.iprovideba  tax  break  2009  and  2010.  Seepages 


cal  churches  when  not  touring. 

Also  joining  the  bill  is  Stu  Allen 
&  Friends.  Jerry  Garcia  Protege,  Stu 
Allen,  lead  guitarist  and  vocaljst  for 
Melvin  Seals  &  The  JGB  Band,  a  na- 
tive of  Louisville  and  a  current  resi- 
dent of  San  Francisco  fronts  this 
group  of  stellar  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  jam  band  veterans.  This  line 
up  of  Stu  AIIen&  Friends  emulates 
the  feel,  excitement  and  energy  of 
theGrateful  Dead  at  their  peak,  and 
is  sure  to  please  even  the  most  dis- 
criminating dead  head.  Check  En- 
gine Light,  an  acoustic  band  from 
Marin  with  close  Neighborhood 
and  "  Family"  roots,  and  Loco  Bloco, 
a  drum  ensemble  from  the  Excel- 
sior and  Mission  District,  will  also 
be  featured  on  the  program. 

Presented  by  the  Excelsior  Cul- 
tural Group  and  San  Francisco 
Parks  Trust  (SFPT),  this  event  also 
aims  to  raise  awareness  for  Jerry 
Garcia's  childhood  neighborhood, 
the  Excelsior  District.  What  began 
seven  yearsagoasa  fundraiser  and 
celebration  for  Crocker  Amazon 
Park  continues  to  highlight  the 
City's  extraordinary  public  spaces 
that  belong  to  all  of  us.  Positioned 
on  the  border  of  the  Excelsior  and 
Bayview  Districts,  the  park  venue, 
concert,  and  residency  of  its  artists 
help  bring  together  the  broad  spec- 
trum  of  fans  that  enjoy  this  special 
outdoor  event. 

jerry  Day  2009  is  an  SFPT  l^rk  Part- 
ner and  one  of  more  than  50  oomm  u  - 
nity  groups  with  whidi  SFPT  part- 
ners to  help  parks,  recreation,  and 
open  spaces  in  San  Francisco. 

For  a  map,  directions,  and  other 
Jerry  Day  event  information,  please 
visit  the  listing  on  ParksPortal.com, 
San  Frandsco'snewest  online  source 
for  what's  happening  in  San  Fran- 
dsco parks,  recreation  centers,  and 
open  spaces. 


by  Beth/  Pnrsliall 

The  Visitadon  Valley  Neighbor- 
hood Campaign  to  raise  funds  for 
the  fumishingsof  the  new  library  has 
received  a  magnificent  jumpstart. 
Marian  Chatfield- Taylor  of  the  SF 
Friends  of  the  Library  reported  that 
our  campaign  has  received  a  grant 
of  $300,000  as  a  bequest  from  the 
settlement  of  an  estate. 

In  addition  to  this  generous  gift, 
$100,(XX)  is  available  for  matching 
funds  raised  by  the  neighborhood. 

The  generous  gift  came  from  the 
Jacqueline  Hoefer  Trust,  and  at  a 
future  dale  the  community  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  say  "thank 
you." 

Several  people  met  at  the  library 
on  June  30  to  continue  the  planning 
for  the  neighborhood  campaign. 

Neighborhood  library  campaigns 
generally  plan  one  event  every 
quarter,  that  is,  about  every  three 
montlis. 

The  Friends  of  the  Library  to- 
gether with  our  IcKai  library  will  be 
present  at  the  Leland  Avenue  street 


fair  in  September,  where  the 
Visitadon  Valley  History  Project 
will  once  again  be  selling  used 
Nx)ks  to  benefit  the  library. 

Tentatively  scheduled  are  a 
Neighborhood  History  Day  at  El 
Dorado  Elementary  School,  a 
Manga  Art  event,  and  a  Family  Day 
Details  of  these  events  will  be 
worked  out  at  ensuing  campaign 
committee  meetings.  While  fund 
raising  is  an  objective  of  the  cam- 
paign, of  equal  importance  is  gath- 
ering people  from  all  of  the  com- 
munities of  Sunnydale,  Visitadon 
Valley  and  Little  Hollywood  to- 
gether in  support  and  celebration 
of  the  new  library. 

People  who  join  the  campaign 
committee  will  be  asked  lo  commit 
to  one  meeting  a  month  and  spend 
an  average  of  three  to  five  hours  a 
month  on  the  various  events. 

To  join  the  committee  and  stay 
currently  informed  of  meetings  and 
events,  call  Marian  Chatfield-Tay- 
lor  at  415-626-7512  or  e-mail 
marian.ctavlor(''friendssfpl-org 


San  Francisco  Announces  Availability 
Of  Funding  to  Help  Prevent  Forclosures 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  and  Su- 
pervisor Carmen  Chu  announced 
on  July  21  that  the  Mayor's  Office 
of  Housing  has  received  a  speded 
Mortgage  Credit  Certificate  (MCC) 
allocation  of  $9.8  million  dollars  to 
prevent  families  from  losing  their 
homes  to  foreclosure  under  the 
2008  Housing  Assistance  Tax  Act. 

This  funding  provides  home- 
owners with  a  vehicle  to  refinance 
sub-prime  loans  into  traditional  30 
year  loans  that  they  can  afford.  In 
addition,  the  fimding  can  be  used 
by  first  time  homebuyers  to  pur- 
chase bank  owned  and  short  sale 
properties. 

"In  these  challenging  economic 
times,  we  cannot  aff  oid  to  have  a  single 
family  lose  thdr  home  when  they  do 
not  have  to,"  said  Mayor  Newsom. 
"These  funds  will  strengthen  our 
housing  market,  care  for  our  most 
v  ulnerable  populations,  and  keep 
families  where  they  belong  -  in 
their  homes," 

To  be  eligible,  homeowners  must 
demonstrate:  a)  finandal  hardship 
and  b)  that  they  can  afford  a  new  tra- 
ditional 30  year  loan  for  their  home. 
Thefunds  are  or\ly  available  for  mort- 
gages under  $625,000.  The  proper- 
ties must  be  owner-occupied  single- 
family  houses,  condominiums  or 


townhouses  within  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Frandsco.  Tenandes 
in  common  are  not  eligible. 

"T^s  program  is  a  great  exeimple 
of  how  die  Qty  is  thinking  creatively 
about  how  to  leverage  funding  to 
help  our  families  on  the  brink  of  los- 
ing their  homes  to  foredosure,"  said 
Supervisor  Carmen  Chu.  "We  hope 
this  program  will  not  only  help  sta- 
bilize families  burdened  with  adjust- 
able-rate loans,  but  also  help  stabi- 
lize the  housing  market." 

How  does  a  Mortgage  Credit 
Certificate  (MCC)  work? 

The  MCC  Program  is  an  IRS  tax 
credit  that  is  traditionally  only  avail- 
able for  first-time  homebuyers.  With 
an  MCC,  the  qualified  homeowner 
becomes  eligible  lo  take  a  federal  in- 
come tax  credit  of  15  percent  of  the 
annual  interest  paid  on  frie  mortgage 
each  year  for  as  long  as  the  home- 
owner lives  in  tlie  same  home. 

This  credit  reduces  the  federal 
income  taxes  of  the  homeowner, 
resulting  in  an  increase  in  the 
buyer's  net  earnings  and  the 
buyer's  capacity  to  qualify  for  a 
larger  mortgage  loan. 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.sfgov.org/moh  or  call  the 
Mayor's  Office  of  Housing  at  (41 5) 
701-5500. 


National  Night  Out  at  Ingleside  Station 


Ingleside  Stafion  officers  will  be 
hosting  National  Night  Out  feah.ir- 
ing  informational  seminars,  a 
hotdog  barbecue  for  200  people 
and  a  community  softball  game  at 
Ingleside  Stafion  on  Tuesday,  Au- 
gust 4  from  6  to  8  p.m. 

A  representative  from  SF  Safe 
will  talk  about  personal  safety  and 
an  Inspector  from  the  Economic 
Crimes  Unit  will  discuss  identity 
theft,  There  will  also  be  a  display 
from  the  Traffic  Company  and 


Canine  Unit, 

At  6:45  p.m.,  there  will  be  a  soft- 
ball  game  at  adjacent  Balboa  Park 
with  two  teams  comprising  of  po- 
lice officers  and  the  community. 

Ingleside  Police  Station  is  located 
at  1  Sgt.  John  V.  Young  Lane  just 
North  of  Ocean  Avenue  at  San  Jose 
Avenue.  Parking  is  available  be- 
hind the  soccer  stadium  off  of  Sgt. 
John  V.  Young  Lane  in  addition  to 
abundant  street  parking.  Call  404- 
4{X)0  for  further  informafion. 


WMS  Students  Complete  Roots  Mural 


Students  at  WMS  recently  completed  and  installed  a  48  by  24  foot 
Roots  Mural  on  the  school's  first  floor  that  depicts  the  possible  future  of 
Visitacion  Valley  "It  is  an  outstanding  art  piece  and  worthy  of  our  students 
and  our  school, "  remarked  Pnncipal  Jim  Dierke. 
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Fingerprints  at  a  Crime  Scene 

Just  aLx)u{  everyone  has  seen  a  CSl 
television  show  for  the  last  five  years 
or  so,  and  there  still  is  a  mystery 
about  fingerprints.  Fingerprints  left 
at  a  crime  scene  are  called  "latent 
prints."  Latent  means  invisible,  and 
most  prints  at  a  crime  scene  are  usu- 
ally invisible  to  the  naked  eye. 

To  leave  a  latent  print,  there  usu- 
ally needs  to  be  three  things:  the  print 
from  a  fin^r,  a  medium,  and  a  sur- 
face. Imagine  you  are  wearing  a  work 
type  boot  with  a  waffle  sole,  and  you 
are  walking  aaoss  a  lav^n  covered 
with  morning  dew.  Then  you  walk 
acrossa  cemoit  pabo.  When  you  look 
behind,  you  left  a  series  of  shoe  prints 
on  the  floor.  Your  fingerprint  is  like 
the  boot  sole,  tfie  mixture  of  oils  and 
water  on  your  finger  is  the  medium 
like  the  morning  dew  and  the  surface 
is  like  the  cement  floor 

Surfaces  should  be  smooth,  dean 
and  glossy.  Smooth  because  the  ridges 
on  the  finger  needs  to  contact  prop- 
erly. Some  surfaces  appear  to  be 
smootK  but  actually  aren't  Comput- 
ers and  appliances  have  a  dimpled 
or  textured  surface.  If  you  mn  your 
fingernail  across  the  side  of  a  com- 
puter, you  can  hear  and  feel  the  un- 
even surface.  Compare  the  sur-face 
with  a  pane  of  glass.  You  can  hear  and 
feel  the  difference. 

Surfaces  should  be  clean.  If  the  sur- 
face is  dirty,  the  finger  picks  up  the 
dirt,  which  in  turn  will  not  leave  a 
print.  It  would  be  likea  hand  coated 
with  peanut  butter  and  touching  a 
surface  with  a  film  of  dirt.  The  hand 
would  pick  the  dirt  up  rather  than 
leaving  a  print. 

TTiesurfaoesshould  beglossy.  With 
a  glossy  surface,  the  print  has  a  chance 
to  leave  its  characteristics  A  brown 
shipping  box  and  a  check  box  are  both 
made  from  cardboard,  but  the  dieck 
box  is  smooth  and  has  a  glossy  finish. 
The  shipping  box  does  not  have  a 
friendlysurfacetocaplurea  print  but 
the  glossy  check  box  does. 

What  makes  fingerjirints  so  special  ? 
Fingerprints  are  unique  and  perma- 
nent Except  for  an  injury  oradisease, 
someone  uill  always  have  the  same 
fingerprints.  Even  identical  twins 
havedifferait  fingerprints.  There  has 
never  been  one  case  since  fingerprints 
have  been  compared  where  two 
people  have  the  same  set  of  prints. 

What  makes  a  fingerprint  examiner 
so  special?  A  fingerprint  examiner 
goes  through  treuning  and  testing. 
Latent  print  examiners  go  throu^ 
even  more  training.  On  television 
shows,  the  actor  displays  a  perfect 
latent  print  to  compaiv  wi  th  a  known 
print  on  file  in  a  data  base-  Rarely  does 
a  latent  print  left  at  the  scene  look  like 
a  "normal  print".  Most  of  the  time, 
the  latent  print  is  just  a  partial  print 
and  has  some  smearing  and  distor- 
tion. To  the  lay  person's  eye,  you 
would  ask  yourself,  "How  can  any- 
one make  an  identification  with  this?" 
When  an  examiner  makes  an  identi- 
fication, he  or  she  is  saying  the  latent 
print  was  left  by  a  specific  persoa  It 
is  a  definitive  idmtification. 

Automated  Fingerprint  Identifica- 
tion System  is  better  known  as 
"AFIS."  WTiena  latent  fingerprint  is 
lifted  at  a  crime  scene,  the  examiner 
looks  at  the  quality  of  the  lifted  print. 
If  the  print  is  just  a  smear  without 
any  or  few  characteristics,  it  isn't 
used.  If  the  print  has  identifiable 
characteristics,  it  can  be  categorized 
in  two  ways:  AFIS  quality  or  non- 
AFIS  quality.  AFIS  quality  generally 
means  there  are  enough  character- 
istics in  the  print  that  AFIS  has  a  shot 
of  completing  a  comparison.  Non- 
AFIS  quality  means  there  is  a  lim- 


ited amount  of  characteristics  that 
AFIS  wouldn't  accept  the  pnnt.  A 
non- AFIS  quail  t>'  pnnt  can  be  manu- 
ally aimpared  to  a  known  print  for 
identification  or  what  is  known  as  a 
one-on-one  comparison. 

If  the  latent  pnnt  is  AFIS  quality  the 
examiner  must  "orient"  the  print 
properly  so  the  AFIS  computer  can 
acrurately  read  it  and  compare  it  with 
known  prints  in  its  data  base.  Orient- 
ing a  partial  print  is  a  skill  unto  itself, 
and  sometimes  many  attempts  are 
doneso  the  system  can  read  the  print 
After  searching  the  data  base,  AFIS 
will  generate  a  list  of  up  to  twenty 
candidates.  The  examiner  will  com- 
pare the  latent  print  to  the  candidates' 
known  prints,  if  or  until  an  identifi- 
cation is  made-  The  computer  does 
give  each  candidate  a  "score."  The 
hi^er  tfie  score  generally  means  the 
print  will  probably  matdi  Uie  candi- 
date. But  there  have  been  many 
occassions  where  a  low  scoring  can- 
didate was  tfie  actual  person.  Anotfier 
examiner  then  completes  a  "blind 
comparison  '  If  the  second  examiner 
also  makes  the  same  identification, 
that  is  called  a  verification. 

All  identifications  are  followed  be 
verificatioa  Therefore,  AFISdoesnot 
make  an  identification;  it  only  acts  as 
a  speedy  tool.  Only  a  trained  and  ex- 
perienced human  can  make  an  iden- 
tification, 

DN  A  is  the  latest  tool  in  the  CSl  tool 
box.  While  fingerprints  are  a  matdi, 
DNA  evidence  will  never  be  fi-amed 
as  an  exact  match.  The  terminology 
used  is  "the  suspect's  DNA  profile 
was  included  "  And  as  an  example 
for  just  thisartide,  "ITiere  would  bea 
one  in  a  billion  chance  that  another 
person  would  have  the  same  profile." 

DNA  is  more  apt  to  be  found  at 
certain  crime  scenes  rather  tlian  us- 
able latent  fingerprints,  espedally  at 
violent  scenes-  At  violent  scenes, 
there  tends  to  be  blood,  body  fluids 
and  skin  cells  left  behind. 

Even  at  non- violent  scenes  such  as 
a  burglary,  DNA  evidence  can  be 
found,  especially  if  the  suspect  cuts 
himself  on  a  broken  window.  In 
oneindd'ent  Inspector  I'ohn  hvansot 
CSl  processed  a  burglar)'  scene.  He 
discovered  the  suspect  took  a  bite 
from  an  apple  and  swabbed  it  for  the 
suspect's  saliva.  The  DNA  evidence 
was  able  to  identify  a  suspect. 
Lt-  Louis  Cassanego 
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Need  for  Housing 

(n/  Stale  Si  nalot  Mink  li'iio 
"The  ache  for  home  lives  in  all  of 
us,  tlie  safe  place  where  we  can  go 
as  we  are  and  not  be  questioned." 
—  Maya  Angelou 

There  are  few  things  more  impor- 
tant in  life  tlian  the  need  for  a  roof 
over  one's  head.  The  very  basis  of 
our  survival  Is  hinged  on  adequate 
housing  opportunities.  Humans 
over  the  a?nhjries  have  developed 
many  variations  on  the  issue  of 
iiousing,  but  one  thing  remains  con- 
stant shelter  has  always  been  a  ne- 
cessity for  sur\'ival, 

1  believe  that  housing  is  a  right  for 
ali  not  a  privilege  of  the  few.  It  is  easy 
for  housing  to  be  taken  for  granted 
when  one  already  has  it  However, 
there  is  always  a  looming  possibil- 
ity that  this  situation  could  change, 
as  evidenced  by  ou  r  recent  housing 
foreclosure  crisis  nationwide. 
Whether  you  own  or  rent  have  a 
house  or  an  apartment  live  in  sub- 
urbia, rural  areas,  or  in  a  densely 
populated  dty,  housing  is  critical  to 
everyone's  existence. 

Throughout  my  legislativecareer, 
I  have  made  access  to  adequate  and 
affordable  housing  a  cornerstone 
of  my  work.  One  of  my  very  first 
pieces  of  legislation  in  the  state  leg- 
islature in  2003  was  helping  to  pre- 
serve some  of  our  state's  last  re- 
maining affordable  housing  op- 
tions. Our  legislation.  Assembly 
Bill  1217,  became  law  and  allows 
IcKal  governments  around  the  state 
to  prohibit  owners  of  residential 
hotels  from  converting  these  vital 
housing  units  for  some  of  our  most 
vulnerable  residents  —  children 
and  families,  seniors,  thedisabled, 
and  the  formerly  homeless  —  to 
other  uses  through  the  invocation 
of  the  Ellis  Act, 

California's  onerous  ElUs  Act  was 
originally  adopted  in  the  1980s  by 
the  state  legislahjre  with  the  intent 
of  allowing  long-term  landlords  to 
simply  "go  out  of  business"  should 
tiiey  desire  to  do  so.  Unfortunately, 

the  tilis  Act  has  ^nce  been  prima- 
rily utilized  by  short-temi  real  estate 
speculators  who  are  buying  up 
buildings,  immediately  invoking  the 
Ellis  Act,  and  often  leaving  stranded 
families,  seniors,  and  cliildren  in  or- 
der to  make  a  quick  profit  t  have 


worked  on  numerous  options  to 
amend  tiie  Ellis  Ad  and  its  flagrant 
abuse  by  speculators  who  are  not 
landlordsand  will  continue  toso  tliat 
more  housingoptions  are  presen-'ed. 
Currently  I  am  working  on  two 
new  pieces  of  legislation  in  the  Sen- 
ate which  will  help  to  alleviate  bemus- 
ing displacements  for  seniors  and 
tenants.  Losing  one's  home  without 
adequate  notice  and  protections  of- 
ten creates  greater  difficulties  in  es^ 
tablishingnew  housing  and  can  lead 
to  increased  numbers  in  our  home- 
less populations. 

Many  of  our  most  vulnerable  Cali- 
fomians  at  risk  of  eviction  are  seniors 
who  live  in  residential  care  fadlities. 
Oftentimes  they  are  not  adequately 
informed  of  their  hill  range  of  legal 
rights,  induding  their  rigfit  to  file  a 
complaint  or  contest  the  eviction. 
OurSenateBill781,sponsored  by  the 
California  Advocates  for  Nursing 
Home  Reform,  would  allow  these 
seniors  to  have  additional  protec- 
tions in  notice  and  information  re- 
garding alternative  housing  prior  to 
being  forced  to  leave  their  homes. 

Senate  Bill  290,  sponsored  by  the 
Western  Center  for  l^w  and  Pov- 
erty, would  providecontinued  pro 
tection  for  tenants  who  are  being 
evided.  Existing  law  requires  land- 
lords to  give  tenants  a  notice  of  60 
days  before  being  forced  out  of 
their  rental  home,  when  it  is  for 
reasons  without  fault  of  the  tenant. 
The  60  day  notice  allows  for  ten- 
ants confronted  with  these  'no 
cause'  or  'no  fault'  evictions  to  be 
given  adei]uate  time  to  find  new 
housing  opportunities.  However, 
this  requirement  will  permanently 
expire  at  the  end  of  2009  without 
the  passage  of  our  bill,  wfuch  will 
keep  it  in  place. 

Our  work  is  not  yet  done  to  create, 
provide  and  proted  housing  for  all 
of  ou  r  residents.  Safe  and  secure  shel- 
ter keeps  our  communities  strong.  I 
will  continue  to  fight  for  everyone's 
right  to  housing,  without  which  life's 
joys,  possibilities  and  aspirations  are 
severely  curtailed. 

Sntnti'r  Mnrk  Ijiio  rrprrsrnt^  thr  Ifiird  Sninlr 

Di>trht  of  (.'o/0>ni(rt,  ic/m/i  iiuliidc>  portmu- 
of  Sail  F rmti  istv  mid  Sonoma  Gmiities  and  alt 
of  Marin  Coiiiiti/  He  can  be  rvachrd  via  thewb 
al  i(Hir.>fii  (n.jfin'/t^iii,  fcy  plioiie  in  the  San 
Frnnci^o  District  Office  af  415-S.'i7-IMK) 
Sum  Rafael  Di-irit  t  Office  al  4  i5 -479-6612.  or 
/)!/  c-niail.  Se^ialorinii^^o^iate (a.f;iri\ 


New  Green  Financing  for  Environmental  Improvements 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  on  July  22 
joined  Supervisor  Eric  Mar  to  an- 
nounce an  innovative  new  program 
to  finance  energy-effidency  renew- 
able energy,  water  conservation  and 
other  environmental  improvements 
to  San  Francisco  residential  and  com- 
merdal  buildings. 

The  new  "green  financing"  pro 
gram  would  allow  home  and  build- 
ing owners  to  fund  envirotunental 
improvements,  with  the  finandng 
attached  to  the  property  and  paid 
back  through  a  spedal  line  item  on 
the  property  tax  bill  over  the  life  of 
tfie  improvements.  The  first  enabling 
piece  of  legislation  to  establish  this 
program  was  introduced  yesterday 
at  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

"Cutting  energy  and  water  use  in 
our  homes  and  office  buildings  will 
bring  long-term  results  in  our  fight 
against  dimate  change  and  drought" 
said  Mayor  Newsom.  "Our  'green  fi- 
nandng' program  will helphome and 
property  owners  overcome  the  large 
up-front  costs  of  major  environmen- 
tal improvements  to  their  buildings." 

The  Mayor 'sOffice,  working  with 
Supervisor  Mar,  the  San  Frandsco 
Public  Utilities  Commission 
(SFPUC),  the  Conti-oller's  Office  of 
Public  Finance  and  the  Department 
of  Environment  has  developed  an 
accessible,  low-cost  loan  program 
that  residential  and  commercial 
property  owners  can  use  to  finance 
environmental-oriented  building 
improvements.  San  Francisco's  loan 
program  will  establish  a  Citywide 
MelloRoos  Spedal  Tax  Distrid  that 
would  be  available  to  finance  pri- 
vately-owned energy  effidency,  re- 
newable energy  and  water  conser- 
vation improvements.  The  loan  is 
attached  to  the  property,  rather  tiian 
the  individual,  and  is  paid  back 


through  property  taxes  over  the  life  change  also  threaten  regional  water 

of  the  loan.  supplies  and  compel  greater  water 

"With  almost  half  of  San  conservation.  Even  with  tax  breaks 
Frandsco's  greenhouse  gas  emis-  and  traditional  loan  arrangements, 
sions  being  produced  by  our  homes  many  local  home  and  buildingown- 
and  local  buildings,  this  new  green  ers  cannot  support  tiie  upfront  in- 
finandng  program  will  drastically  vestment  for  environmental  im- 
curbSan  Francisco's  carbon  footprint  provements  that  pay  for  themselves 
andreducethestrainonourregionai  over  time- 
water  supply,"  said  Supervisor  Mar  "As  we  have  seen  with  the  first- 
"  It  will  also  help  put  San  Franciscans  year  success  of  GoSolarSF,  our  solar 
to  work  through  our  growing  green  energy  incentive  program,  San 
jobs  academies  and  programs."  Franciscans  will  seize  the  opportu- 

It  is  estimated  that  43  percent  ol  rtity  to  make  their  homes  and  build- 
San  Francisco's  greenhousegasemis-  ings  greener  if  we  create  tlie  right 
sions  come  from  energy  used  in  lo  incentivesand  maketargeted  invest- 
cal  buildings-  Drought  and  climate  ments,"  said  Newsom 

Gas  Prices  Fall  in  Wake  of  Economic  Woes 


The  latest  report  from  AAA 
Northern  California  on  July  14 
found  most  gas  prices  throughout 
the  state  are  continuing  a  slow  spi- 
ral downwards  thanks  to  tough 
economic  times  and  climbing  sup- 
plies of  crude  oil. 

All  but  five  metro  areas  where 
AAA  h-acks  gas  prices  in  Northern 
California  saw  a  drop  in  their  av- 
erage gas  prices. 

According  to  the  latest  report 
from  AAA  Northern  California, 
which  tracks  gasoline  prices  as  a 
service  to  consumers,  California's 
average  gas  price  is  the  third  high- 
est among  all  50  states. 

The  Golden  State's  average  for  a 
gallon  of  regular  unleaded  gaso- 
line averaged  $2.89,  down  3  cents 
since  the  last  report.  For  perspec- 
tive, that's  $1.62  less  than 
California's  average  price  on  this 
date  last  year,  when  it  was  $4.51 , 

Northern  California  gas  prices 
averaged  $2.88,  down  4  cents  from 
last  month,  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area,  motorists  were  paying 


an  average  price  of  $2.98,  which  is 
the  same  average  price  since  AAA's 
last  report  on  June  9.  The  national 
average  price  of  $2,52  was  down  by 
lOcents,  which  isstil!$1.59cheap)er 
than  the  national  price  on  this  date 
last  year,  when  it  was  $4. 11. 

AAA  analysts  attribute  the  con- 
tinuing drop  in  both  retail  gasoline 
and  crude  oil  prices  to  a  dramatic 
slump  in  the  U  S.  and  world  econo- 
mies. Over  the  lasl  two  weeks  alone, 
market  oil  prices  have  declined  al- 
most 20  percent.  The  change  in 
price  seems  more  dramatic  in  the 
shadow  of  a  rapid  climb  for  oil 
prices  in  June, 

The  increase  in  the  price  of  oil  was 
built  mainly  around  hope  that  an 
economic  turnaround  was  right 
around  the  comer,  even  thougli  mar- 
ket fundamentals  indicated  it  was 
most  likely  not  going  to  happen. 

Oil  investors  are  now  eagerly 
awaiting  reports  on  oil  and  gas 
supplies  being  released  this  week, 
which  could  immediately  impact 
investment  activity. 


AreYouUp-to-Date? 

h\/  Af-seniblyn'oma}}  f  ioiin  Mn 

Are  you  up-to-date  tin  your  vac- 
dnarions?  August  is  National  Im- 
munization Awareness  Mcmth 
(NIAM)  and  it  is  the  perfect  time 
to  remind  your  friends  and  loved 
ones  to  catch  up  on  their  vacdna- 
tions.  As  parentsare  enrolling  their 
children  in  school,  young  adults 
are  entering  college,  and  our 
healtiicare  workers  prepare  for  the 
upcoming  flu  season,  it's  important 
that  we  are  all  up-todate  on  our 
vaccinations 

Without  doubt,  immunization  is 
one  of  the  most  significiint  public 
health  achievements  of  the  past 
cenhjry.  Vacdnes  have  helped  save 
millions  of  lives,  virtually  eradicat- 
ing smallpox  and  significantly  re- 
ducing the  number  of  cases  of 
measles,  diphtheria  and  other  in- 
fectious diseases.  Despiteimmuni- 
zation  efforts  however,  people  in 
the  U,S,  still  die  from  these  and 
other  vacdne-preventable  diseases. 

According  to  the  Centers  for  Dis- 
ease Control  and  Prevention 
(CDC),  over  one  million  of  our 
nation's  two  year  oldsare  still  miss- 
ing one  or  more  of  the  recom- 
mended immunizations.  Each  day 
12,000  babies  are  bom  who  will 
need  to  be  immunized  against  14 
diseases  by  the  agcof  two.  Mak- 
ing thededsion  lo  immunize  your 
child  and  stay  up-todate  on  vacd- 
nations  will  not  only  protect  your 
child,  but  will  also  proted  the  com- 
munity by  redudng  the  spread  of 
diseases  to  those  who  have  not 
been  vaccinated. 

The  California  School  Immuniza- 
tion Law  requires  lliat  children  re- 
ceive a  series  of  immunizations  be- 
fore entry  to  schools,  child  care  cen- 
ters, or  family  child  care  homes. 
California  law  also  requires  that 
schools,  child  care  centers,  and  fam- 
ily child  care  homes  maintain  im- 
munization records  of  all  children 
enrolled  and  to  submit  reports  to 
the  health  department. 

To  help  you  stay  up-to-date  on 
your  child's  vacdnations,  the  Cali- 
fornia l")epartmenl  of  fVblic  Health 
website  offers  a  guide  lo  the  requ  i  re- 
ments  of  the  California  School  Im- 
munization Law  for  parents 
(www.cdph.ca.gov)  and  the  CDC 
suggests  parents  can: 

(1)  Make  sure  your  child  isup-to 
date  on  immunizations;  visit  CIX?'s 
childhood  scheduler onlineathttp;/ 
/www2a.cdc-gov/nip/kidstuff/ 
newscheduler_le/  find  out  what 
immunizations  your  child  needs; 

(2)  Get  an  immunization  card  or 
record,  and  bring  it  lo  every  doc- 
tors visit; 

(3)  Ask  at  every  visit  if  your  child 
needs  an  immunization, 

(4)  Talk  with  your  child's  dodor, 
and  don't  be  afraid  to  ask  questions; 

(5)  Visit  IheCDC  website  at:  http:/ 
/www. cdc.gov/vacdnes  or  call  1- 
800-CDC-INFO  for  more  informa- 
tion on  immunizations;  and 

(6)  Find  out  if  your  child  may 
be  eligible  to  get  free  vaccines 
through  the  Vacdnes  for  Children 
(VFC)  program;  visit  http:// 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pro- 
grams/vfc/  or  ask  your  child's 
healthcare  provider 

Parents  may  also  be  interested  in 
looking  into  the  California  Immu- 
nization Registry  (CAIR)  - 
California's  statewide  immuniza- 
tic»n  registry  network.  CAIR  is  a 
collaboration  of  immunization  reg- 
istries that  ensures  tlie  secure,  elec- 
tronic exchange  of  immunization 
records  thereby  improving  immu- 
nization rates  for  all  California  chil- 
dren. For  more  information  on 
CAIR  visit  www.cairweb.org  or 
call  510-620-3747. 

During  National  Immunization 
Awareness  Month  (NAIM)  help 
spread  the  word  about  the  benefits 
of  immunization  and  don't  forget 
to  make  sure  you  and  your  loved 
onesareup-toniateon  vaainations. 


Grapevine  on  the  Web 

Read  current  and  past  stcx)es  from 
tfie  Visrtacon  \/si\ey  Grapevine  at 
www  visvalleygrapevine  com 


Taxpayer  Should  Take  Advantage  of  Recovery  Act  Beneftte  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

FiomPageS  both  spouses  work,  workers  who  to  taxpayers  who  make  qualihed  r 


spouses 

Qualifying  improvements  include  can  be  claimed  as  dependents  by 
the  addition  of  insulation,  energy-ef-  other  taxpayers  and  pensioners, 
ficient  exterior  windows  and  energy-  Failure  to  adjust  your  withholding 
efficient  heating  and  air  condition-  could  result  in  potentially  smaller 
ing  systems-  refundsor  in  limited  instanoesmay 

Tax  Credft  for  First  Four  Yeare  of  Colege  cause  you  to  owe  tax  rather  than  re- 
The  American  opportunity  credit  is  ceive  a  refund  next  year.  So  far  in 
designed  to  help  parents  and  stud^its  2009,  theaverage  refund  amount  is 
pay  part  of  the  cost  of  the  first  four  years  $Z675,  and  79  percent  of  all  returns 
of  college.  The  new  credit  modifies  the  received  a  refund.Take  Advantage 
existing  Hope  credit  for  ta\  years  2009  of  Recovery  Act  Benefits 
and2010,makingitavailaHetoabraader  With  2009  now  half  over,  the  In- 
rangeoftaxpayerSkindudingmanywith  temalRevenueServiceremindstax- 
higher  incomes  and  those  who  owe  no  payers  to  take  advantage  of  the  nu- 
tax  Tuitioa  rdated  fees,  booksand  other  merous  tax  breaks  made  available 
required  course  materials  generally  earlier  this  year  in  the  American 
qualify.  Many  of  those  eligible  will  Recovery  and  Reinvestment  Act. 
qualify  for  the  maximum  annual  credit  The  recovery  law  provides  tax  in- 
of  $2.=^  per  student.  centives  for  first-time  homebuyers. 

Certain  Computer  Technology  people  purchasing  new  cars,  those 

Purchases  Allowed  for  529  Plans  interested  in  maldng  their  homes 
ARRAaddscomputer  technology  to  more  energy  efficient  and  parents 
the  list  of  college  expenses  (tuition,  andstudentspayingtbrcollege.But 
books,  etc.)  that  can  be  paid  for  by  a  all  of  these  incoitives  have  expira- 
qualified  tuition  program  (QTP),  com-  bon  dates  so  taxpayers  should  take 
monly  referred  toasa  529  plan.  For 2009  ad\'antageof  them  while  they  can 
and  2010,  the  law  expands  the  defini-  First-Time  Homebuyer  Credit 
tion  of  qualified  higher  education  ex-  The  Recover^'  Act  extended  and 
penses  to  include  expenses  for  com-  expanded  the  first-time  home- 
puter  technology  and  equipment  or  buyer  tax  credit  for  2009.  Taxpay- 
Intemet  access  and  related  services  to  ers  who  didn't  own  a  principal 
be  used  by  the  designated  beneficiary  residence  during  the  past  three 
of  theQTPwhileenroUedataneligible  years  and  purchase  a  home  this 
educational  institufion.  Software  de-  year  before  Dec.  1  can  receive  a 
signed  for  sports,  games  or  hobbies  credit  of  up  to  $8,000  on  either  an 
does  not  qualify,  unless  it  is  predomi-  original  or  amended  2008  tax  re- 
nantly  educational  in  nature  tum,  ora  2009  return.  But  the  pur- 

Making  Work  Pay  and  Withholding  chase  must  close  before  Dec.  1, 
The  Making  Work  llay  Credit  low-  2009,  and  an  eligible  taxpayer  can- 
ered  tax  withholding  rates  this \'ear  for  not  claim  the  credit  until  after  the 
120  million  American  households,  closing  date.  This  credit  phases 
However,  particular  taxpayers  who  fall  out  at  higher  income  levels,  and 
intoany  of  the  following  groups  should  different  rules  apply  to  home  pur- 
reviewtheirtaxwithholdlngratestoen-  chases  made  in  2008. 
sure  enough  tax  is  withheld,  including  New  Vehicle  Purchase  Incentive 
multiple  job  holders,  families  in  which     ARRA  also  provides  a  tax  break 


Ground  Floor  for  New  Valley  Library 


^1 


A  constnjctKX)  aeiv  recentfy  (X}mmenced  excai0t^ 

ofthenew  Vtsitdoon  Valley  brancti  library  at  Ldand  Avenue  and  RuHand  Street. 


Now  Accepting  Applications  for  Fall  Internship  Program 
Office  of  Economic  and  Workforce  Development 

(OEWD)  is  accepting  applications  for  Intems  for  the  Fall  of  2009. 
Schedule:  Ideally  new  intems  would  be  available  to  start  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  2009.  We  are  somewhat  flexible  in  setting  individual  start  dates 
depending  on  your  schedule.  Intems  must  commit  to  a  minimum  of  20  hours 
per  week,  and  can  work  up  to  a  full  time  schedule. 
Projects:  The  intern's  level  of  invo^ement  is  directly  linked  to  ttieir  vrork  ethic, 
enthusiasm,  and  pro-activity  Intems  are  expected  to  jump  in  and  work  on  a 
wide  range  of  projects,  wherever  they  are  most  needed.  Please  let  us  know  if 
you  are  particularly  interested  In  a  particular  area  of  our  work.  We  try  to  be 
sensitive  to  your  interests  and  allow  you  to  become  nwre  Involved  In  the  areas 
most  applicable  to  your  field  of  study  or  general  curiosity.  Please  familiarize 
yourself  with  our  projects  and  office  by  browreing  our  web  site. 
Who  v«  are  looking  for:  OEWD  intems  are  usually  undergraduates,  although 
vre  do  encourage  graduate  students  and  consider  exceptional  high  school 
students.  Intems  must  be  outgoing,  flexible,  excellent  communicators,  reliable, 
and  eager  to  help.  Intems  should  also  be  confident  In  their  ability  to  Interact 
with  the  public  as  wrell  as  prioritize  and  juggle  vanous  projects.  Love  of  San 
Francisco  is  a  plus. 

Compensation:  OEWD  Intemships  are  unpaid,  however  we  are  happy  to 

complete  any  necessary  paperwork  to  ensure  that  you  receive  academic 

credit  for  your  time  here. 

Application  deadline:  August  21, 2009 

If  you  are  Interested  In  applying  please  send: 

1)  Cover  letter 

2)  Resume 

3)  Writing  s^ple  of  no  more  than  two  pages 
Mail  to: 

Interrtship  Progran 

Office  of  Economic  and  Worirforce  Development 

City  Hall,  Room  448 

1  Dr.  Cartton  B.  Goodlett  Plac« 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

You  can  also  submit  via  email.  Please  send  the  above  materials  to  BOTH  Heather 
Keane  (heatherkeane@sfgov.org)  and  Andrea  Bniss  (andrea.bruss@sfgov.org) 


new  vehicle  purchases  after  Feb  16,  When  a  thief  steals  something  numbersaremosteasilyrecovered 
2009,  and  before  Jan.  1,2010.  andtumsaroundlosellitforsome  because  the  system  can  instanta- 
Qualifying  taxpayers  can  deduct  quick  cash,  most  of  the  time,  the  neously  search  the  numbers.  But, 
the  state  and  local  sales  and  excise  victim's  items  are  gone  for  good,  items  such  as  musical  instruments 
taxes  paid  on  the  purchase  of  new  But  thanks  to  LeadsOnline,  an  and  artwork  have  been  found  us- 
cars,  light  trucks,  motor  homes  and  online  database  that  allows  police  ing  the  system  because  detectives 
motorcycles.  There  is  no  limit  on  the  to  search  all  the  items  sold  in  sec-  can  search  using  keywords  and 
numberofvehidesthatmaybepur-  ondhand  and  pawn  shops  across  specific  item  descriptions, 
chased,  and  you  may  claim  the  de-  the  country,  police  can  locate  sto-  LeadsOnline  is  the  nation's  larg- 
duction  for  taxes  paid  on  multiple  fen  items  with  just  a  few  clicks.  est  online  investigative  system 
purchases.  But  the  deduction  per  Tracking  stolen  property  can  be  used  by  more  than  3,000  law  en- 
vehicle  is  limited  to  the  tax  on  up  to  a  difficult  and  time-consuming  forcemeni  agencies  to  recover  sto- 
$49,500ofthepurchaseprioeofeach  process  for  law  enforcement,  espe-  ten  property  and  solve  crimes, 
qualifying  vehicle  and  phases  out  dally  when  items  are  stolen  in  one  Each  day,  millions  of  items  are 
for  taxpayers  at  higher  income  lev-  jurisdiction  and  sold  elsewhere,  added  to  the  LeadsOnline  database 
els.  This  deduction  is  available  re-  Police  just  can't  spend  the  man-  by  businesses  including  second- 
gardlessofwhetherataxpayeritem-  hours  searching  for  and  identify-  hand  stores,  scrap  metal  recyclers, 
ii-es  deductions  on  Schedule  A  ing  property  when  thousands  of  pawnshops,  and  Internet  drop-off 
Energy-Efficient  Home  Improvements  items  are  stolen  each  day  stores  across  all  50  states.  Those 
The  Recovery  Act  also ena>u rages  Legislation  in  some  stales  re-  records  are  instantly  available  to 
homeowners  to  make  their  homes  quires  that  secondhand  and  pawn  law  enforcement  agencies,  mean- 
moreenergy  efficient.  Thecredit  for  shops  use  the  system,  while  oth-  ing  crimes  can  be  solved  in  sec- 
nonbusiness  energy  property  is  in-  ers  use  the  system  because  it's  an  onds,  not  months, 
creased  for  homeowners  who  make  eaasy  way  to  track  stolen  property.  The  LeadsOnline  system,  com- 
qualified  energy-efficient  improve-  Most  users  say  they  use  it  because  patible  with  the  NCfC,  serves  as  an 
ments  to  existing  homes.  it  helps  police,  businesses,  and  vie-  indispensible,  efficient,  and 
The  law  increases  the  rate  to  30  tims  alike.  Just  a  few  of  the  cities  money-saving  resource  for  detec- 
percent  of  the  cost  of  all  qualify-  using  LeadsOnline  include  Daillas,  fives  because  it  provides  a  cross- 
ing improvements  and  raises  the  New  York,  San  Francisco,  Hous-  jurisdictional,  instantaneous,  and 
maximum  credit  limit  to  a  total  of  ton,  San  Antonio,  Tucson,  India-  accuratedatabasethatstopscrimi- 
$l,500forimprovementsplaced  in  napolis,  and  Kansas  City.  nals  from  escaping  detection  by 
ser\'ice  in  2009  and  2010.  Qualify-  Here  are  some  examples  of  the  selling  stolen  items  in  another  city, 
ing  improvements  include  the  ad-  crimes  solved  using  LeadsOnline:  An  official  eBay  partner, 
difion  of  insulation,  energy-effi-  "A  triple  homicide  in  Louisiana  LeadsOnline  helps  prevent  illegal 
cient  exterior  windows  and  en-  with  no  leads  or  a  suspect  was  transactionsontheeBay  websiteby 
ergy-efficient  heating  and  air  con-  quickly  solved  when  the  gun  used  giving  law  enforcement  access  to 
ditiorung  systems.  in  the  attack  was  found  in  a  pawn  the  world's  largest  online  market- 
Tax  Credit  for  First  Four  Years  of  College  shop.  Within  hours,  police  tracked  place  through  automatic  upload  of 
The  American  opportunit)' credit  the  murderer  down  and  arrested  all  eBay  transactions  into  the 
is  designed  to  help  parents  and  stu-  him  just  as  he  was  about  to  flee  to  LeadsOnline  database, 
dentspaypartof thecostoftheftrst  Mexico.  LeadsOnline  also  includes 
fouryearsofcollege.Thenewcredit  *After  killing  two  of  his  neigh-  LeadsOnlabs,  a  system  for  tracking 
modifies  theexisting  Hopecr^iit  for  bors,  a  murderer  in  South  Carolina  those  involved  in  the  illegal  manu- 
tax  years  2009  and  2010,  making  it  sold  one  vicfim's  jewelry  in  a  local  facture  of  methamphetamines;  a 
available  to  a  broader  range  of  tax-  pawn  shop  even  before  the  bodies  Metal  Theft  Investigation  System 
payers,  including  many  vyith  higher  were  found.  When  the  police  be-  designed  to  track  copper  and  other 
incomesandthosewhoowenotax,  gan  their  invesfigafion  for  the  sto-  metal  thefts;  and  cross-checks 
Tuition,  related  fees,  books  and  fen  jewelry,  they  looked  in  the  names  of  pawn  customers  against 
otherret^uiredcoursematerialsgen-  LeadsOnline  database  and  were  the  OFAC  SDN  list  of  known  ter- 
erallyqualify.Manyofthoseeligible  able  to  apprehend  the  suspect  rorists  and  narcotics  traffickers, 
will  qualify  for  the  maximum  an-  based  on  the  information  he  pro-  Each  year,  LeadsOnline  is  cred- 
nual  credit  of  $2,500  per  shjdent.  vided  when  selling  the  jewelry.  ited  with  recovering  millions  of 

Certain  Computer  Technology  -A  large  Te-xas-based  theft  ring  dollars  in  stolen  goods  and  solv- 

Purchases  Allovred  for  529  Plans        was  stealing  high-end  bicycles  and  ing  thousands  of  crimes  that  are 

AKRA  adds  computer  technol-  then  selling  them  to  pawm  shops  often  associated  with  bigger 
ogy  to  the  list  of  college  expenses  for  much  less  than  they  were  crimes,  such  as  homicide,  identity 
(tuition,  books,  etc.)  that  can  be  worth.  Detectives  tracked  the  sto-  theft,  and  arson, 
paid  for  by  a  qualified  tuition  pro-  fen  bikes  that  were  sold  in  pawn  Based  in  Dallas  and  led  by  Pr«si- 
gram  (QTP),  commonly  referred  shops  from  Florida  to  Texas  and  dent  and  CEO  Dave  Finley, 
toasa529plan,  ended  the  thief's  personal  stolen  LeadsOnline  works  with  thousands 

For  2009  and  2010,  the  law  ex-  bike  tour  of  agencies  throughout  the  country, 

pands  the  definition  of  qualified  Each  day  LeadsOnline  helps  po-  including  the  New  York  Police  De- 
higher  education  expenses  to  in-  lice  recover  stolen  property  from  partment,  the  Dallas  Police  Depart- 
dude  expenses  for  computer  tech-  jewelry  to  tools  and  sporting  and  ment,  and  the  San  Frandsro  Police 
nology  and  equipment  or  Internet  lawn  equipment,  Items  with  serial  Department  v^ww. leadsonline.com 
accessandn^tedservicestobeused 

by  the  designated  benefidaiy  of  the  Whcn  It's  Time  to  Upgrade  Your  PC 

QTP  while  enrolled  at  an  eligible  ^  ^ 

educational  institution.  Softwarede-  'f  your  computer  is  more  than  can  access  information  from  any- 
signed  for  sports,  games  or  hobbies  three  yearsold,  you  may  find  that  where. 

doesnotqualify  urilessitispredomi-  ^  trip  on  the  information  super-  Thanks  to  toda/s  wireless  capa- 
nantly  educational  in  nature.  highway  seems  more  like  life  in  bilities,  you  can  log  on  almost  any- 

Making  Work  Pay  and  Withholding   the  slow  lane.  where  to  stay  connected  with 

The  Making  Work  Pay  Credit  low-  Did  you  know  that  more  than  Facebook  and  e-mail,  upload  and 
ered  tax  withholding  rates  this  year  one-third  of  PCs  in  the  world  are  watch  videos  on  YouTube  or  catch 
for  120  million  American  house-  estimated  to  be  more  than  three  your  favorite  tefevision  show  online, 
holds.  However,  particular  taxpay-  yearsold  and  60  percent  are  bulky  This  is  essential  because  so  much 
ers  who  fall  into  any  of  the  follow-  old-school  desktops?  of  entertainment  is  online  these 

ing  groups  should  review  their  tax     Not  only  do  older  computers  run  days,  including  Internet  TV,  high- 
withholding  rates  toensureenough  slower  than  newer  models,  the/re  definition  movies  and  more, 
tax  is  withheld,  induding  multiple  also  more  likely  to  freeze  up  or  crash     Anew,  more  functional  computer 
job  holders,  families  in  which  both  when  you  run  multiple  applica-  will  allow  you  to  experience  this 
spouses  work,  workers  who  can  be  tions.  And  in  today's  busy  world,  seamlessly,  without  interruptions, 
claimedasdependentsbyothertax-  who's  got  time  to  wail  for  their  PC  Live  Smartly 
payers  and  pensioners.  to  catch  up  with  the  speed  of  life?      Cutlmg-edge  processor  technol- 

Failure  to  adjust  your  withhold-  Experience  More  ogy  from  companies  such  as  Intel 

ing  could  result  in  potentially  Many  new  computers  offer  light-  allow  you  to  compute  smartly  and 
smaller  refunds  or  in  limited  in-  ning-fast  processing  speed,  up  to  efficiently. 

stances  may  cause  you  to  owe  tax  300  percent  faster  and  with  more  You  can  enjoy  more  functional- 
rather  than  receive  a  refijnd  next  performanoe,offeringuserstheabil-  ity  in  one  device-whether  it  be 
year  So  far  in  2009,  theaverage  re-  ity  toexperienceeverythingthenew  watching  movies  online,  coruiect- 
(und  amount  is $2,675,  and  79  per-  Internet  has  to  offer  and  multitask  ing  with  friends  via  e-mail  or 
amt  of  all  returns  received  a  refund,  twice  as  fast.  These  computers  put  Skype,  or  simply  getting  work 

theworIdatyourfingertips,andfor  done.  These energy-effident  pro- 
most  people  with  older-model  cessors  also  use  less  power,  so  you 
computers,  they  have  no  idea  what  are  saving  the  planet  and  saving 
they've  been  missing.  monev  with  lower  electricity  bills. 

Keep  in  mind  that  your  older  Saving  Money,  Time 
computer  was  not  made  for  many  Money  may  be  tight  these  days, 
of  today's  most  popular  sites.  For  but  you  don't  have  to  spend  a  for- 
example,  YouTube  didn't  exist  four  hine  to  get  a  current  device  that  will 
years  ago  and  Twitter  was  an  un-  answer  your  technology  needs, 
known  word.  To  take  advantage  of  Trading  in  your  old,  bulky  desktop 
what  these  sites  have  to  offer,  you'll  PC  for  a  newer  model  can  enhance 
want  a  machine  that  can  give  you  your  multitasking  skills  beyond 
a  fasterexperience  with  belter  per-  what  seemed  possible  just  three 
formance.  years  ago. 

You  may  even  find  that  a  mobile     To  learn  more,  visit  the  Web  site 
laptop  fits  your  needs  so  that  you  at  www.intel.com/consumer,  /mat 


Brief  Word  on  Our23Fd 

by  Edtior  Len  Appiano 
In  oetebratng  our  23rd  annivefsary 
on  July  29,  the  Visitacion  Valley 
Grapevine  once  again  gives  a 
heartfelt  thanks  to  the  local 
contributors  who  make  thts 
newspaper  possible  Betty  Parshall, 
Russel  Monne,  Nek  WolfT,  Michael 
Bennett,  Kevin  Blackwell,  Vincent 
Chao,  Wen  Chin  Chen,  Jim  Diefke. 
Ede  Epps,  Lon  Fetzer,  Molly  Hassler, 
Julie  Kavanagh,  Fran  Martin  and 
Kathenne  Williams,  and,  of  course, 
ouradvertsers 
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Avoiding  Siuprises 
Regional  Food  Policy  for  San  Francisco     Renting  a  Car 


San  Francisco  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom  on  July  8  issued  the  first 
ever  comprehensive  food  policy 
for  San  Francisco,  and  a  sweeping 
action  plan  to  make  improve- 
ments to  food  that  is  available  in 
the  region. 

Tlie  plan,  which  Mayor  Newsom 
issued  through  Executive  Direc- 
tive, aims  lo ensure  that  all  regional 
residents  have  access  to  healthy 
food,  and  will  have  far  reaching 
impact  throughout  Northern  Cali- 
fornia by  increasing  support  for 
area  farms. 

"The  stark  reality  is  that  hunger, 
food  insecurity,  and  poor  nutrition 
are  pressing  health  issues,  even  in  a 
dty  as  ridi  and  vibrant  as  San  Fran- 
dsco/'said  Mayor  Newsom,  "From 
the  alleviation  of  hunger,  to  the  need 
to  support  local  and  sustainable  ag- 
ricultural practices,  these  recommen- 
dations form  a  comprehensive  and 
strategic  approach  to  addressing 
pressing  needs  in  all  sectors  of  the 
food  system," 

Newsom,  joined  at  the  announce- 
ment by  California  Food  and  Agri- 
culture Secretary  A.G,  Kawamura 
and  representatives  of  the  United 
State  Department  of  Agriculture,  ex- 
plained that  the  food  policy  calls  for 
a  range  of  actions  to  be  completed  in 
180  days. 

These  actions  include  a  require- 
ment that  all  departments  conduct 
an  audit  of  land  under  their  juris- 
diction to  create  an  inventory  of 
land  suitable  for  gardening,  the  in- 
troduction of  new  health  and 
sustainability  requirements  for 
food  sold  by  vendors  under  city 
permits,  a  "healthy  meetings 
policy"  requiring  the  purchase  of 
healthy,  locally  produced  foods 
for  city  meetings,  and  within  two 
months,  the  introduction  of  a  new 
law  requiring  that  food  purchased 
by  the  city  has  been  grown  region- 
ally and  through  sustainable 
methods, 

Newsom  also  released  the  recom- 
mendationsof  agroupof  key  urban 
and  rural  stakeholders  called  tfieSan 
Francisco  Urban-Rural  Roundtable. 

In  September  of  2008,  Newsom 
partnered  with  a  food  advocacy 
group  called  Roots  of  Change  to  in- 
vite a  broad  range  of  urban  and  ru- 


ral represt'nttibves,  including  0>li- 
fomia  Secielary  of  Agriculture  AC 
Kawamura,  to  come  together  in  an 
unprecedented  urban  and  rural 
collaboration  to  advance  a  sustain- 
able "food  shed"  plan  for  the  city 
and  region. 

The  Roundtable  participants  were 
charged  to  develop  a  set  of  recom- 
mendations for  paigrams,  strategies 
and  practical  actions  that  San  Fran- 
cisco can  implement  to  support  re- 
gional agriculture  and  increase  ac- 
cess to  high  quality  kiod  for  all  San 
Franciscans, 

Many  of  the  Roundtable's  recom- 
mendations are  integrated  into  the 
Mayor's  food  policy. 

Additional  actionscomingoutof 
the  Roundtable  recommendations 
include  a  trade  mission  that  con- 
nects regional  food  growers  to  lo- 
cal San  Francisco  restaurants  and 
food  purchasers  to  increase  pur- 
chasing of  regional  food,  and  us- 
ing philanthropic  funds  to  aug- 
ment the  spending  power  of  resi- 
dents who  use  food  stamps  at  lo- 
cal farmers  markets. 

Newsom  made  his  announce- 
ment at  the  West  Oakland  Woods 
Urban  Garden,  run  by  City  Slicker 
Farms.  The  mission  of  City  Slicker 
Farms  is  to  advance  food  security 
through  the  creation  of  organic, 
sustainable,  high-yield  urban 
farms  and  backyard  gardens, 

Its  flagship  programs  include 
transforming  empt)'  lots  into  pro- 
ductive market  famis,  educating  the 
general  public  about  how  to  grow 
food  in  their  own  yards,  and  provid- 
ing accessiblegarden  training  oppor- 
tunities. 

For  more  information  on  this  or- 
ganization, visit  their  website  at 
www.cit\'dickerfa  rms.org, 

Free  Compost  Qasses 

Free  Saturday  Urban  ComptJsting 
classes  will  be  offered  from  10  a.m. 
tol2noonon  botli  Aug.  1  and  Sept, 
12  at  Garden  for  the  Environment, 
San  Francisco's  organic  demonstra- 
tion garden  at  7th  Avenue  and 
l^wton  Street. 

To  pr^rtgister,  call  (415)  731-5627, 
or  see  mJv(0}iardcnfort}wi'nuirouniL'nl. 
org.  TheGarden  for  the  Fjivironment 
is  Wheelchair  accessible. 


M^L^ren  park  N^ws  and  |\Jotes 

by  Beth/  Pnr^luiU 

Shakespeare  in  the  Park 

As  reported  elsewhere,  McLaren  Park  was  once  again  the  site  for 
youngsters  to  get  acquainted  with  the  Bard  at  the  Shakespeare  two- 
week  day  camp  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer  vacation. 

Now  everyone  can  enjoy  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew.  Mark  your 
calendars.  The  Woman's  Will,  the  Bay  Area's  all-female  Shakespeare 
company,  will  perform  at  the  |erry  Garcia  amphitheater  on  two  dates, 
Saturday,  August  8  and  Sunday,  August  9,  at  1  PM,  Admission  is 
free,  donations  to  help  defray  expenses  will  be  welcome. 

In  Shakesp>eare's  day  all  roles  in  his  plays  were  performed  by  males, 
('Twas  not  seemly  for  a  woman  to  act  so.)  llie  Woman's  Will  does 
the  reverse,  all  roles  are  played  by  females.  This  will  be  a  treat  the 
whole  family  can  enjoy.  Hope  to  see  you  there. 

Bike  Skills  Park  Project 

As  noted  in  a  brief  item  in  the  july  Grapevine  the  San  Frandsco  Urban 
Riders  are  negotiating  with  tiie  Rec  &  Park  Department  to  install  a  bike 
skills  park  at  the  bus  turnaround  on  Sunnydale  Avenue,  This  is  the  large 
and  unkempt  asphalt  patch  that  previously  was  pix)posed  for  a  recycling 
center.  Representatives  of  Urban  Riders  met  with  the  Friends  of  McLaren 
Park  to  descn'be  the  proposal.  Indudal  would  be  beginners,  intemiediate 
and  pro  levels  of  trails  with  features  that  are  increasingly  challenging  as 
bikers  become  mort?  profidenL  Hiere  isalso  provision  for  a  small  bu  ilding 
tliat  would  pro\ade  bike  rentals  and  repair  services, 

As  has  been  doneal  similar  installations,  induded  will  bea  program  to 
attract  youngsters  who  lack  recreation  choices,  who  may  not  be  interested 
in  team  sports,  for  example,  but  would  benefit  from  the  opportunit>'  to 
ride  their  bikes  and  progress  in  skill.  They  will  be  taught  bike  safet)'  as 
well  as  be  given  instruction  in  navigating  the  rourse.  There  could  also 
be  ways  youngsters  could  earn  rental  time  by  community  servire,  getting 
good  grades,  or  other  positive  activities. 

SF  Urban  Riders  are  also  meeting  with  Rec  &  Park  to  discuss  trails 
for  casual  recreational  bike  riding. 

Visit  their  website  www.sfurbanriders.org  for  more  information 
about  this  group. 

Young  Golfers  at  Glen  Eagles 

My  delivery  route  for  the  Grapevine  includes  dropping  off  a  dozen 
copies  of  the  paper  at  Glen  Eagles  golf  course.  When  I  mentioned 
that  the  front  page  of  the  July  issue  featured  the  new  driving  range 
to  be  installed  at  the  Visitacion  Valley  Middle  School,  I  was  glad  to 
hear  that  there  were  some  students  out  on  the  range  as  we  spoke.  1 
was  also  gratiried  that,  urUike  previous  months,  there  was  only  one 
old  paper  left  in  the  ti-ay,  so  it  looks  like  some  of  the  course  patrons 
are  enjoying  our  news. 


h\f  jasoii  Aiiicniinn 

Many  folks  plan  summer  vaca- 
tions that  involve  a  lot  of  driving. 
For  those  sticking  close  to  home, 
gas  and  maintenance  are  usually 
the  biggest  car-related  expenses. 
But  if  you're  planning  to  rent  a  car 
at  your  destination,  many  other 
factors  can  influence  the  overall 
impact  on  your  travel  budget. 

Here  are  a  few  potential  rental 
car  expenses  you  may  not  have 
considered: 

Tourism  taxes.  Many  hard-hit 
local  governments  have  imple- 
mented a  variety  of  taxes  on  lodg- 
ing, airport  usage,  rental  cars  and 
other  services  more  likely  to  im- 
pact tourists  than  local  residents- 
Factor  these  into  your  budget. 

Insurance,  Car  rental  agencies 
typically  offer  their  own  collision, 
liability,  theft  and  other  insurance 
coverage.  Conventional  wisdom 
says  you  should  avoid  this  route  if 
your  own  insurance  plans  -  or  ben- 
efits available  from  your  credit  card 
-  provide  similar  coverage. 

Before  automatically  rejecting 
rental  agency  coverage,  however, 
contact  your  insurance  company 
and  credit  card  issuer  to  make  sure 
you  are  fully  covered.  Consider 
factors  such  as: 
"Rental  period 
"Car  model 

*Travel  outside  specified  service 
areas 

"Whether  you  carry  comprehen- 
sive and  collision  coverage  on  your 
own  car;  if  you  don't,  you  may  not 
be  covered  for  a  rental  by  your  in- 
surance carrier 

"What  happens  if  you  violate 
rental  agreement  terms(e,g.,  allow- 
ing unauthorized  drivers). 

If  you  decide  to  forego  agency 
coverage,  bring  along  your 
proof-of-insu ranee  card.  One  ad- 
ditional caution:  Many  standard 
rental  contracts  default  to  "yes" 
tor  each  type  of  insurance,  so 
you  must  specifically  write  "no" 
to  any  coverage  you  don't  want 

Find  the  right  car  You  can  com- 
parison shop  at  websites  like 
unnvcxpcdin.com,  uiini'.orhilz.coiii, 
miwhoht'irv.ayinoTU'ii'iafytia'Ibu'.ca)!!. 
order  a  car  directly  through  indi- 
vidual rental  agency  sites,  or  buy  a 
package  deal  including  airfare  and 
lodging. 

In  addition,  discounts  from 
membership  organizations  like 
AAA,  A ARP or  frequent  flyer  pro- 
grams can  be  substantial.  Rates 
vary  widely,  so  be  prepared  to 
wade  through  numerous  choices 
for  car  models  and  features. 

Besides  flat  daily  rental  charges, 
factor  in  potential  deal-breakers  in- 
cluding airport  shuttle  conve- 
nience, fees  for  mileage  exceeding 
a  basic  allowance,  fees  to  rehjm  the 
car  in  another  dty  (sometimes  as- 
tronomical), late  return  fees,  gas 
tank  refilling  charges,  fees  for  ad- 
ditional drivers,  surcharges  for 
drivers  under  25  -  the  list  goes  on. 

Make  sure  you  see  and  understand 
all  fees  and  taxes  before  locking  in  a 
reservation  Thea  dieckback  periodi- 
cally for  better  deals  -  there's  usually 
no  pienalty  to  cancel  a  reservation. 

Inspect  the  car  Before  you  drive 
off  the  lot,  thoroughly  inspect  the 
car,  inside  and  out,  for  any  pre-ex- 
istingdamage  and  have  it  noted  on 
your  contract;  otherwise  you  could 
receive  a  hefty  bill  for  even  the 
most  minor  scratches  and  dents. 
Likewise,  when  you  return  the  car. 
consider  taking  time-stamped  pho- 
tos or  videt)  to  prove  it  was  in  good 
shape. 

A  rental  car  is  only  one  element 
of  your  vacation  budget,  Visa  Inc 's 
free  personal  finandal  management 
site.  Practical  Money  Skills  for  Life 
(www.practicalmoney  skills.com/ 
travel),  features  many  vacation  bud- 
geting tools  including  a  web-based 
calculator  that  suggests  various 
travel  options  and  then  automati- 
cally tallies  the  results. 

Enjoy  your  vacation.  Just  make 
sure  you  don't  blow  your  budget  on 
unnecessary  rental  car  expenses. 


Visitacion  Valley  History  Project 

Pitching  Longevity  of  a  Valley  Native 

hf  Belt]/  Pnrshall 

AsGiants  and  A's  tans  suffer  the  ups  and  many  downs  of  the  airrent 
season,  it  seems  appropriate  lo  write  about  Walter  Lister,  who  grew 
up  in  Visitacion  Valley  and  who  excelled  as  a  pitcher  for  an 
unbelievably  long  time.  Bom  in  1903,  his  family  came  to  the  Valley 
when  they  were  burned  out  of  their  Steiner  Street  apartment  in  the 
1906  earthquake  and  fire. 

In  tliirty-four  years  of  pitching  semi-pro  baseball,  sportswriters  of 
hisera  estimated  that  he  had  won  somewhere  between  9(X)  and  1(100 
games  in  about  1 2(X)  appearances.  Heoncewon  twenty-nine  straight 
in  one  season,  then  was  beaten  1-0  in  the  30th  and  last  game  of  the 
season.  Over  his  playing  years  he  threw  seven  no-hitters.  He  averaged 
about  14  strikeouts  a  game  and  in  one  game  he  fanned  twenty-three. 
He  was  forty  years  old  when  he  pitched  his  last  no-hitter  against  a 
team  made  of  mainly  of  Coast  League  players.  (It  was  1943,  when 
pro  ball  was  short  of  players  )  When  he  was  forty-seven,  the  oldest 
active  player  in  California,  he  offidally  retired.  In  his  last  game  he 
pitched  the  Portola  Merchants  to  a  championship.  Still  throwing  his 
fastball,  he  allowed  two  bloop  hits  and  struck  out  fourteen. 

He  was  so  strong  and  domineering  during  the  twenties  through  the 
forties,  that  when  he  pitched  for  a  team  he  was  the  only  pitcher  on 
the  squad.  If  there  was  a  double-header  he'd  pitch  both  games. 

In  those  days  there  were  few  big  leaguers  who  earned  enough  to  not 
work  through  the  winter,  so  pros  and  would-be  pros  supplemented 
their  incomes  with  other  jobs  and  by  playing  semi-pro  ball.  When 
Walter  was  twenty-three  he  had  married  Valentina  Berhicelli  and 
was  working  for  American  Can  Company  Not  long  after  his  marriage 
he  was  invited  to  spring  training  with  the  San  Francisco  Seals,  so  he 
took  a  leave  from  work  and  reported.  He  pitched  three  seven-inning 
games  in  one  week,  winning  alt  three  while  allowing  a  total  six  hits, 

But  to  his  surprise  and  dismay  the  Seals  didn't  sign  him  and  owner 
Charley  Graham  wouldn't  tell  him  why  Shortly  aftec  that  he  was 
offered  a  position  with  the  Timber  League  in  Aberdeen.  He  took  the 
job  and  was  told  the  fans  don't  like  to  lose  "so  if  you  lose  a  game, 
you're  finished."  He  won  his  first  seven  games ,  then  dropped  a  5-2 
dedsion,  and  was  fired.  The  team's  first  baseman  who  was  hitting 
,354,  was  released  the  same  day  He  had  made  two  errors.  Things 
were  sure  different  in  the  old  days! 

Back  home  Walter  settled  into  being  a  madiinist,  started  a  family 
and  kept  striking  tliem  out  on  Sundays,  He  also  found  time  and  energy 
to  play  center  in  the  Industrial  Basketball  League. 

Lister  never  would  throw  at  a  batter  when  he  was  calling  his  own 
game;  he  brushed  back  a  batter  only  once  when  his  catcher  told  him  to 
during  spring  training  with  the  Seals,  because  he  was  a  rookie  and  had 
to  do  what  the  oitcher  ordered.  He  also  said  that  whenever  he  facvd 
promising  youngsters  and  had  a  big  lead  he'd  tha^w  it  "right  down  tlie 
skit.  Give  him  a  chance.  That  way  a  kid  could  go  on  knowing  tliat  he 
batted  well  against  somebody  vdtli  a  little  something  on  the  ball.  He'd 
be  able  to  brag  the  next  day  that  he  got  a  hit  off  Walter  Lister" 

Two  of  our  Valley  oral  historians,  Clarence  Wikse  and  Harr)'  Pierce, 
talked  ahoutllsler  and  whata  phenomenal  pitdier  lie  wjisButin  addition 
to  his  marvelous  talent,  t>otli  spoke  highly  of  his  character.  He  was  a 
"true  gentleman,"  He  was  always  courteous,  a  fine  family  man,  a  fir^i 
dassdtizen,  liked  by  everyone  who  knew  him.  Thanks  to  Qarencp  Wikse 
who  shared  a  copy  of  a  sports  artide  about  this  Valley  historical  figure. 
,  / 

Protecting  Information  on  Your  Computer 


Four  simple  steps  can  take  you  a 
long  way  toward  protecting  the  in- 
formation on  your  computer 

It's  important  because,  according 
to  research  from  Secure  Enterprise 
2,0  Forum,  there  has  been  a  signifi- 
cant increase  in  the  number  of  Web 
attacks  lately  The  report  indicates 
that  sodal  networks,  wikis  and  com- 
munity blogging  services  and  sites 
are  the  most  popular  scxnal  media 
targets  for  hackers. 

Attackers  focus  on  gaining  unre- 
stricted access  lo  data  on  the  com- 
puter to  use  for  finandal  or  identity 
theft.  Cyber  criminals  are  also 
known  to  implant  malidous  code 
by  exploiting  well-known  security 
weaknesses  in  software. 

To  protect  themselves,  Web  site 
users  should  consider  the  follow- 
ing when  online: 

1.  Assess  the  "value"  (to  you)  of 
tlie  information  stored  online: 

'Ask  yourself  whether  the  informa- 
tion on  any  of  your  Web  sites  could 
be  used  for  malidous  purposes. 

"As  a  general  rule,  it's  never  a  good 
idea  to  put  any  information  online 
you  wouldn't  want  the  entin?world- 
induding  your  worst  enemy-lo  see, 

2.  Isolate  acaiunts: 
*AvoidCToss-linking  your  account 

details.  Don't  publicly  list  your  e- 
mail  address  or  link  your  MySpace 
page  to  your  Facebook  page.  This 
will  minimize  the  chances  an  at- 
tacker can  compromise  several  of 
your  accounts  by  infecting  one. 
"^Use  different  passwords.  Too  of- 
ten, hackers  use  infomnation  from 
one  account  to  compromise  another 

3.  Secure  your  online  logins: 
"Use  secure,  ur\ique  pass-phrases 

for  logonsand  each  Web  site  you  log 
on  to.  All  of  them  should  be  as  long 
as  possible  and  contain  UPPER 
CASE,  lower  case,  symbols  and 
numbers  (althou^  the  numbers  0, 


1,  3,  5  are  less  secure  as  people  use 
them  as  numb3r  r3-plac3m3ntsall 
t000ft3n). 

4.  Secure  your  computer  against 
malware  and  exploits: 
*Use  a  reputable  security  solution 
that  includes  browser  protection 
such  as  Check  Point's  Zone-Alarm 
Extreme  Seairity  (make  sure  tliat 
"  Enable  Virtualization"  ishjmed  on) 
or  ZoneAlarm  ForceField,  which 
works  well  alongside  other  security 
solutions- 

*Ensu  ttyou  have  the  latest  Microsoft 
Updates  and  your  Automatic  Up- 
datesaretijmed  on  in  Windows, /Mfls 

Sleep  Better,  Stress  Less 

Herc'se^'eopeningnews:  RecenUy 
published  research  from  Oklahoma 
State  University  suggests  that  im- 
proving quality  of  sleep  not  only  re- 
duces stress,  but  also  helps  us  man- 
age everyday  stress. 

"When  you're  stressed  and  tired, 
every  aspect  of  your  life  is  affeded," 
says  lifestyle  expert  and  spokesper- 
son for  the  Better  Sleep  Council,  I  jssa 
Coffey.  "Controlling  stress  and  get- 
ting a  good  night's  rest  start  with 
evaluating  your  lifestyle." 

Dr  Douglas  MacKay,  N.D.,  vice 
president,  sdentific  and  regulatory 
affairs,  Coundl  for  Responsible  Nu- 
trition, agrees; "  Eating  a  healthy  diet, 
taking  vitamins  and  other  supple- 
ments, exercising  regularly  and  get- 
ting adequate  amounts  of  sleep  are 
all  part  of  a  healthy  lifestyle." 

Here  are  more  tips  to  help  you 
steep  better  and  stress  less: 

1 .  Eat  a  well-balanoed  diet, 

2.  Take  your  vitamins,  induding  a 
daily  multivitamin.  Ask  your  doc- 
tor about  other  supplements,  like 
valerian,  for  healthy  sleep. 

3.  Evaluate  your  mattress-consider 
replacing  it  if  ifs  five  to  seven  years 
old  or  older  nafs 
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Child  Care  Center  in  Your  Neighborhood 


Serving  the  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teachers  with  Years  of  Experience 


Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Come  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 

1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 

For  More  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 


MERGE  TRADITIONAL  MARKETING  SKILLS 
WITH  UP-TO-DATE  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 

Partner  with  Justyna  "Tina"  for  all  your  real  estate  needs 
and  you  will  get: 

'Traditional,  warm  personal  care  with  either  Tina  or  Anna 
answering  your  phone  calls  directly  -  not  voice  mail;  not 
another  representative. 

'Answer  all  your  email  inquiries  within  the  same  day. 
*Get  you  the  answers  within  the  promised  approximate  time. 
'Provide  you  with  FREE  1 5-minute  consultants  by  referring 
to  appropriate  professionals  that  you  need,  such  as 
contractors,  accountants,  real  estate  attorneys,  etc. 
'Enroll  you  in  their  free  market  update  system  on  the 
particular  housing  market  of  your  interest. 
'And  more  (too  long  to  list) 

Justyna  is  a  local  resident  who  lives  in  Visitacion  Valley. 
She  would  guard  your  house  value  as  much  as  treating  it 
as  her  own.  Justyna  speaks  fluent  Chinese  (Cantonese, 
Mandarin  and  Shanghaiese). 


1427  Chapin  Avenue 
Burlingame,  CA  94010 
Fax:  650-558-4200 


100% 
Listing 
Sold 
Rate 


Justyna  To  "Tina" 

Realtor 
Cell:  415-830-1235 
justynato@sbcglobal.net 
www.justynato.com 
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Learning  Teamwork 
At  An  Early  Age 

It's  considered  a  milestone  in 
child  development  when  little  ones 
transition  from  doing  their  own 
thing— even  in  the  company  of 
other  children,  a  stage  known  as 
"parallel  pia/'  — to  actually  shar- 
ing and  interacting  with  others  as 
part  of  their  play  Growing  out  of 
this  development  is  the  concept  of 
teamwork,  when  the  children 
work  together  to  achieve  a  com- 
mon goal. 

For  parents,  fostering  the  notion 
of  teamwork  starts  at  home.  That's 
because  there  are  many  ways  that 
even  very  young  children  can  con- 
tribute to  household  tasks,  thereby 
gaining  a  sense  of  pride  and  ac- 
complishment, knowing  that 
they've  helped  make  something 
happen. 

For  instance,  children  should  be 
given  specific  duties— their  jobs  in 
the  overall  scheme  of  keeping  the 
household  running.  Whether  it'sset- 
ting  the  table  for  meals,  feeding  pets 
or  sorting  items  for  recycling,  chil- 
dren are  able  to  take  their  responsi- 
bility and  transfer  it  to  their  play 
Handy  Manny 

Since  its  debut  on  Disney  Chan- 
nel in  September  2006,  "Handy 
Manny"  has  been  ser\'ing  up  life 
lessons  and  the  value  of  teamwork 
for  kids  to  accomplish  goals  in 
work  and  plav  The  bilingual 


Manny  Garcia  and  his  eclectic 
group  of  talking  tools  work  to- 
gether to  help  neighbors  fiv  things 
and  show  preschoolers  how  to 
conquer  everyday  problems. 

Now  Disney  and  Fisher-Price  are 
incorporating  tool-time  play  into 
a  complete  collection  of  fun,  inter- 
active toys  that  capture  the  fim  of 
fix-it  play  and  bring  Manny  and  his 
world  to  life— allowing  children  to 
put  teamwork  and  imagination 
into  play  while  working  on  handy 
projects. 

For  example,  the  2-in-l  Trans- 
forming Tool  Truck  is  equipped 
witli  four  tools  from  the  show  and 
tons  of  things  to  fix  — including  a 
fan,  toaster  and  clock.  Plus,  the  big 
red  truck  transforms  into  a  tool 
bench  for  two  toys  in  one.  Bilingual 
phrases,  sound  effects  and  fix-it 
jobs  keep  kids  entertained.  And  if 
kids  have  trouble  "fixing  a  job," 
they  can  look  at  realistic  blueprints 
that  show  how  to  make  the  repairs. 

With  the  Talking  Tool  Box,  kids 
can  pretend  they  are  Manny  and 
interact  with  his  tool  friends.  The 
tool  box  is  equipped  with  all  seven 
tools  (Pat,  Turner,  Dusty,  Stretch, 
Felipe,  St^ueeze  and  Rusty),  each 
with  his  patented  tool  phrase  and 
smiling  face.  When  kids  press  the 
"Manny"  button  on  the  toolbox, 
the  tools  come  to  life,  jumping  up 
and  down  while  kids  sing  along  to 
"Hop  Up,  Jump  In"  from  the  TV 
show. 

To  learn  more,  visit  the  Web  site 
at  www.fisher-pricecom.  MPS 


Tips  to  Develop  Good  Sportsmanship 


There  may  be  good  news  for 
people  concerned  about  what  they 
thinJc  is  a  lack  of  sportsmanship  in 
America. 

A  program  created  to  reward  and 
recognize  sportsmanship  on  and  off 
the  field  has  developed  a  set  of  prac- 
tical steps  that  parents  and  others 
can  take  to  encourage  fair  play  in 
youngsters  and  adults  alike. 
Tips  To  Help 

'ABCs  of  sportsmanship.  Teach 
sportsmanship  as  part  of  the  fun- 
damentals of  the  sport-  Sptirtsman- 
ship  isn't  naturally  learned  and 
must  be  taught  daily 
•Go  team.  Parents  should  cheer  for 
the  team,  not  just  their  child,  to  teach 
the  importance  of  being  part  of  a 
group. 

•Reward  the  positive.  Give  game 
balls,  provide  privileges  for  the 
"best  sport  of  the  game"  or  give  the 
opposing  team  an  award, 

•More  than  the  handshake.  Start 
new  end-of-the-game  rituals  that 
highlight  sportsmanship.  From  cre- 
ating a  special  song  to  a  new  cer- 
emony, create  an  ahnosphere  thafs 
positive. 

•Be  a  reporter.  Call  or  e-mai!  the 
media  when  witnessing  great  dis- 
plays of  sportsmar\ship  to  spread 


good  news. 

•Form  a  sports  support  group.  Join 
forces  with  parents,  coaches  and 
community'  leaders. 
Expert  Advice 

Consider  the  advice  of  LaVell 
Edwards,  the  legendary  former 
coach  of  the  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity Cougars  football  team  and 
chair  of  the  blue-ribbon  panel  that 
selects  the  winner  of  the  national 
ARA  Sportsmanship  Award,  The 
a  wa  rd  i  s  gi  ven  ann  u  a  1 1  v  t  o  a  college 
senior  whoexcelsatsportsmanship 
on  and  off  the  football  field, 

Said  Edwards,  "This  is  an  issue  we 
need  to  address  at  the  grade-school 
level  and  with  coaches  and  parents 
even'where  " 
The  Good  News 

A  higher  percentage  of  Americans 
(83  percent)  repwrt  they  have  wit- 
nessed positive  displays  of  sports- 
manship than  have  seen  bad  sports- 
manship {78  percent). 

That's  according  to  a  national 
sportsmanship  survey  fielded  by 
TNS  for  the  Awards  and  Recogni- 
tion Association  (ARA),  an  interna- 
tional trade  association  whose  mem- 
bers are  specialists  in  recognizing 
people  through  awards,  trophies 
and  other  formsof  appreciation,  /vaps 


Protect  Your  Money 

hi/  la>on  Alticniiiiii 

"if  it  sounds  too  good  to  be  tme,  it 
probably  is." 

I  k)w  many  times  have  you  heard 
that  expression?  Even  in  favorable 
economic  times,  otherwise  cautious 
people  can  be  duped  by  get-rich- 
quick  schemes  or  investments  that 
promise  unrealistic  returns.  But 
when  times  get  hard,  folks  increas- 
ingly fall  for  these  scams  in  tlieir 
quest  to  make  ends  meet. 

Many  people,  feeling  over- 
whelmed by  the  complexity  of  the 
subject  matter,  hire  a  financial  plan- 
ning  professional  for  advice. 
However,  as  recent  headlines  have 
shown,  even  highly  regarded  in- 
vestment experts  sometimes  turn 
out  to  be  con  artists  simply  ped- 
dling the  latest  Ponzi  scheme. 

So  how  can  you  protect  and  grow 
your  assets  and  plan  for  your  finan- 
cial fuhjre? 

First,  educate  yourself.  There's  a 
wealth  of  information  available 
online,  at  libraries,  bookstores  or 
your  local  community  college.  Get 
grounded  in  basic  financial  con- 
cepts such  as: 

•Tlie  importance  of  saving  for  short- 
and  long-term  goals 
"Managing  debt 

•Creating  and  living  within  a 
budget 

•How  banking,  credit  and  loan 
products  work 

•Why  credit  scores  are  so  important 
•planning  for  unexpected  events 
Helpful  resources  include: 
•MyMoney.gov,  the  U.S.  gover- 
nment's website  dedicated  to  teach- 
ing the  basics  about  financial  educa- 
tion (www.mymoneygov) 


•|umpStart  Coalition  for  Personal 
Financial  1  .iteracy,  a  clearinghouse  of 
materials  designed  tor  children 
(www.jumpstartclearin^iouse.org). 

•AARP,  which  advises  and  advo- 
cates for  people  over  W  in  all  aspects 
of  their  personal  and  financial  lives 
(www.aarp.org) 

•Practical  Money  Skills  for  Life,  Visa 
inc  's  free  personal  financial  manage- 
ment site,  featuring  interactive  tot)!s, 
articles  and  other  resources  for 
adults,  children  and  educators 
(www.practicalmoneyskills.com). 

Don't  go  it  alone.  Wliy  not  form  a 
book  dub/discussion  group  where 
you  can  share  financial  fears,  mis- 
steps and  success  stories  with  mu- 
tually supptirtive  friends?  Ifs  some- 
tines  easier  to  digest  informatit>n 
and  make  action  plans  together  A 
good  placv  to  start  is  by  reading  "ITie 
Rfference:  How  Anyone  Can  Pros- 
per in  Even  the  loudest  Times,"  by 
best-selling  author  and  "Today 
Show"  finance  editor  Jean  Chatzky. 

Finally,  don't  rule  out  consulting 
with  a  financial  planner  Even  if 
you  can't  afford  ongoing  money- 
management  services,  consider 
hiring  a  third  party  temporarily  to 
help  you  crystallize  your  financial 
goals  and  trouble-shoot  areas 
where  you  may  be  lacking,  such 
as  retirement  savings,  estate  plan- 
ning or  having  adequate  insur- 
ance protection. 

Many  types  of  professionals  call 
themselves  financial  planners  but 
they  don't  all  have  the  same  training 
or  specialties.  Different  groups  that 
certify  planners  have  their  own 
credentialing  ret|uirements,  regula- 
tors and  ethical  guidelines,  but  edu- 
cation and  experience  requirements 
vary. 


Safe  Ways  to  Take  Over-the-Counter  Drugs 


A  healthy  dose  of  information 
could  help  keep  your  family  safe 
when  taking  over-the-counter 
(OTC)  drugs.  The  next  time  you 
reach  for  cough  syrup,  ibu  profen  or 
other  medications  sold  without  a 
prescnption,  make  sure  it  will  help 
reduce  your  symptoms  without 
adding  more. 

Some  OTC  medications  may  in- 
teract with  or  reduce  the  effective- 
ness of  medications  prescribed  by 
your  doctor  For  instance,  people 
taking  diabetesdrugs  should  avoid 
OTC  decongestants  because  they 
can  counteract  the  medication's  ef- 
fectiveness by  increasing  blood 
sugar  levels. 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  protect 
yourself  is  to  talk  with  your  phy- 
sician or  pharmacist  before  choos- 
ing an  OTC  drug.  Many  health 
providers  now  use  software  to 
access  the  latest  information  on 
hundreds  of  brand  name  over-the- 
counter  drugs  right  from  their 
mobile  device.  During  a  phone 
consultation,  office  or  pharmacy 
\'isit,  a  health  provider  may  be 


using  Epocrates  software  on  his  or 
her  iPhone,  BlackBerry,  Palm  or 
Windows  device  to  help  patients 
understand  which  OTC  product 
may  be  best  for  them . 

Ft>r  example,  a  commonly  used 
OTC  combination  product  with 
multiple  active  ingredients  used  to 
treat  a  cold  may  also  contain  an 
unnecessary  antihistamine  that 
could  causeor  increase  drowsiness. 
The  software  can  help  ensure  that 
patients  only  take  OTC  medicines 
with  the  ingredients  needed  and 
nothing  more. 

More  important,  it  can  help  pro- 
viders identify  some  harmful  OTC 
drug  interactions,  such  as: 
•Certain  OTC  antacids  should  not 
be  taken  with  antibiotics, 
•Some  OTC  antihistamines  should 
be  avoided  by  people  who  take  pre- 
scription sleeping  pills, 
•And,  OTC  decongestants  and 
some  OTC  pain  relievers  could  re- 
duce the  effects  of  drugs  taken  for 
high  blood  pressure. 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.epocrates.com.  MPS 


Church 
of  the 
Visitacion 

Roman  Catholic  (1907) 

Over  a  Century  in  Visitacion  Valley 


Daily  Masses 
(Mon-Fri)  7  a.m.  &  5:30  p.m 

Sunday  Masses 

8  &9:30a.m.  (11  am.  Spanish) 
12:30  &  5  p.m. 


Saturday  Masses 
7:30  a.m.  &  5  p.m. 

Our  Lady  of  Visitacion  School 

&ades  K-8 
239-7840 


Religious    Education:    Grades    K-8    (Saturday   only)  239-6723 

Come,  Let  us  mrship  together! 

655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  239-5950 

Rev.  Rafael  de  Avila  y  Romero,  Administrator  Pro  Tem 
Rev.  Thuan  V.  Hoang,  Parochial  Vicar 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Phone:  415.239.6233         Fax:  415.239.2262 

Nutritional  hot  lunches  served  Monday- 
Friday  from  12  to  1  p.m.  tor  only  $1.50. 
Seniors  and  non-seniors  welcomed. 

Tht  Senior  Center  has  many  amenities,  including 
our  spacious  outdoor  courtyard.  We  offer  social 
activities  designed  to  keep  seniors  active  and 
information  designed  to  keep  them  informed. 

Paratransit  Service 
Arts  &  Crafts  Chair  Dancing 

Bingo  Yoga 
Computer  Center  Exercise  Center 

Weekly  Strength  &  Tone  Classes 

USDA  SUPPLICMENl  Al.  ¥OOD  DISTRIBUTION  SITE 
Weekly  food  bags  and  Montfily  food  boxes 


U  you  don't  have  a  trusted  referral, 
gtxxl  resources  to  leam  more  about 
different  kinds  of  planners  include 
the  Financial  Planning  Association 
(vvvvw.fpanet.org),  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Personal  Financial  Ad- 
visors (www.napfa.org),  and  the 
Certified  Finanda!  Planner  Board  of 
Standards  (wvvw.cfp.net). 

If  necessary,  interview  several 
candidates  until  you  find  someone 
you  trust,  who  asks  pertinent  ques- 
tions about  your  situation,  and 
who  won't  try  to  seU  you  unneeded 
products  or  services.  Ask  for  refer- 
ences, and  make  su  re  he  or  she  is  reg- 
istered with  the  North  American  Se- 
airities  Administrators  Association 

just  as  we  consult  doctors  about 
ou  r  health,  sometimes  ha  ving  a  pro- 
fessional doa  financial  check-upcan 
payoff  as  well. 


Book  Review 


Bathroom  Reader 
Thrills  and  Laughs 

For  people  who  have  a  fondness 
for  reading  while  in  the  bathroom,  a 
new  book  is  sure  to  flush  away  the 
blues  while  providing  joy  and  relief 
during  "visits"  — with  strange  but 
tme  tales  of  plumbing  horrors  and 
hilarity. 

Chilling  Tales  from  the  Porcelain 
Seal  ($12.95)  is  a  vignett^style  bath- 
room reader  featuring  real-life  Roto- 
Rooter  plumbers  and  the  SciFi 
channel's  Ghost  Hunters  )ason 
Ha  wes  and  Grant  Wilson, 

The  idea  behind  the  Ixwk  stems 
from  all  the  strange,  odd,  unex- 
plained and  simply  weird  experi- 
ences that  the  Ghost  Hunters  and 
other  Roto-Rooter  plumbers  have 
witnessed  over  tlie  years  involving 
pipes,  drains,  sinks  and  toilets. 

"Chilling  Tales  from  the  Porcelain 
Seat  highlights  the  odd  experiences 
that  many  plumbers  encounter  on  a 
daily  basis,"  says  Hawes.  "Readers 
will  be  shocked  to  leam  about  some 
of  the  things  we've  experienced  on 
the  job.  We've  had  folks  from  all 
ac  ross  the  country  send  in  tlieir 
plumbing  stories  for  the  book," 

In  many  instances,  tlie  locationsal- 
leged  to  have  poltergeists  simply 
turn  out  to  be  plumbing  issues- 
clanging  pipes  and  do-it-yourself 
projects  gone  wrong, 

"Thereare  tales  that  will  curi  your 
hair,  and  others  tiiat  are  just  so  funny 
you  can't  helpbut  belly  laugh,"  adds 
Hawes.  "It's  a  great  way  to  spend 
some  quality  time  on  the  throne." 

The  book  is  also  rilled  with  prac- 
tical Hps,  advice  and  what-not-to- 
do's  for  do-it-yourselfers  who  may 
be  looking  to  tackle  a  plumbing 
problem,  attliough  Hawes  wryly 
admits  that  his  best  do-it-yourself 
plumbing  advice  is  to  call  an  expe- 
rienced plumber. 

Visitors  to  vvww.chillytales.com  or 
www.rotorooter.com  can  also  enter 
Roto-Rooter's  "Chilling  Tales" 
Sweepstakes  for  a  chance  to  win  a 
trip  to  Colorado,  where  the  winner 
will  join  Hawes  and  Wilson  on  a 
ghost  hunt  at  the  famous  Stanley 
Hotel  —  the  location  for  the  filming 
of  the  movie  The  Shining  —  or  a 
chance  to  stay  at  the  haunted 
Spalding  Inn  of  New  Hampshire. 
Other  prizes  will  also  be  available. 

To  leam  moreor  to  order  the  bcx>k, 
visit  www.chillvtales.com.  MPS 


[Cooking  Comer 


Mango  Chicken  and  Rice 

1  bag  Success  Jasmine  Rice  t>r 
White  Rice;  1  tbsp.  vegetable  oil,  1 
lb,  boneless,  skinless  chicken 
breasts,  cut  into  l-indi  pieces;  ^/i  cup 
red  onion,  diced;  1  red  bell  pepper, 
diced;  V4  aip  hot  mango  cliutney;  1 
fresh  mango,  peeled  and  diced;  Vt 
cup  cilantro,  chopped. 

Prepare  rice  according  to  package 
direcbons.  In  large  skillet,  heat  oil 
over  medium  heat,  add  chicken  and 
cook  until  the  meat  is  no  longer  pink 
in  tlie  center. 

Add  red  onion  and  red  bell  pejv 
per,  Ccx>k  five  minutes.  Add  mango 
chutney  mango,  cilantro  and  rice. 
Sfir  well  and  serve,  Serves  four,  MPS 


What  Contaminates 
Our  Water  System? 

[X-ar  tdrthTalk:  What  effects  do 
fertilizers,  pesticides  and  herbicides 
used  on  residential  lawns  or  on 
farms  have  on  neart)y  water  bodies 
like  rivers,  streams— or  even  the 
ocean  for  those  of  us  who  live  near 
the  shore?  -  Linda  Reddington, 
Man'ihawkin,  NJ 

With  die  advent  of  the  so-called 
Green  Revolution  in  tlie  seaind  half 
of  the  20th  century  —  when  farmers 
began  to  use  technological  advances 
to  boost  yields — synthetic  fertilizers, 
pesticides  and  herbicides  became 
commonplace  around  the  world  not 
only  on  farms,  but  in  backyard  gar- 
dens and  on  front  lawns  as  well. 

Ihese  chemicals,  many  of  whicli 
were  developed  in  the  lab  and  are 
petroleum-based,  have  allowed 
farmers  and  gardeners  of  every 
stripe  toexerdsegneater  control  over 
the  plants  they  want  to  grow  by  en- 
riching tlie  immediate  en\ironment 
and  warding  off  pests,  But  such  ben- 
efits haven't  come  without  environ- 
mental costs —namely  the  wholesale 
pollution  of  most  of  our  streams,  riv- 
ers, ponds,  lakes  and  even  coastal 
areas,  as  these  synthetic  chemicals 
run-oft  into  the  nearby  waterways. 

Wlien  the  ex  wss  nutrients  from  all 
the  fertilizer  we  use  runs  off  into  our 
waterways,  they  cause  algae  blooms 
sometimes  big  enough  to  make  wa- 
terways impassable.  WTien  Uie  algae 
die,  they  sink  to  the  bottom  and  de 
comfxise  in  a  process  tliat  removes 
oxygen  from  the  water.  Fish  and 
other  aquatic  species  can't  survive  in 
these  so-called  "dead  zones"  and  st) 
they  die  or  move  on  to  greener  un- 
derwater pastures,  related  issue  is 
the  poisoning  of  aquatic  life.  Accord- 
ing to  the  L).S.  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC),  Americans  alone 
chum  through  75  million  pounds  of 
pesticides  eadi  year  to  keep  the  bugs 
off  their  peapods  and  petunias. 
WTien  those  chemicals  get  into  wa- 
terways, fish  ingest  them  and  be- 
come diseased  Humans  who  eat 
diseased  fish  am  themselves  become 
ill,  a>mpleting  thedrcie  wrougjit  by 
pollution. 

A  2007  study  of  pollution  in  rivers 
around  Portland,  Oregon  found  that 
wild  salmon  tliere  are  swimming 
around  with  dozens  of  synthetic 
chemicals  in  their  systems.  Another 
recent  study  from  Indiana  found  that 
a  variety  of  com  genetically  engi- 
neered to  produce  the  insectidde  fit 
is  having  toxic  effeds  on  non-ta rge( 
aquatic  insects,  including  caddis 
flies,  a  major  food  source  for  fish  and 
frogs. 

The  solution,  of  course,  is  to  go  or- 
ganic, both  at  home  and  on  the  farm 
According  to  the  Organic  Trade  As- 
sodation,  organic  farmers  and  gar- 
deners use  composted  manure  and 

(  Grapevine  Classitiecl ) 

WCC  BOARD  MEETINGS:  Vsrtaoon  Valtey 
Communrty  Center  (WCC)  regular  monthly 
Board  meetings,  held  the  4th  Thursday  of  each 
nxxith  al  6  p  m ,  except  December  and  May ,  are 
opentolhepubtc  Board  members  are  selected 
by  the  mem-bers  of  the  communify  center  with 
dues  currerBy  paid,  at  the  Annual  Membership 
meeting  held  the  3rd  Saturday  in  May  each  year 
Any  vacancies  that  oooif  on  the  Board  due  to 
uncompleted  3-year  terms  ot  memtjership  are 
filled  by  appoinlmeni  of  the  femaining  Board 
nfiembers.  At  least  75%  of  our  Board  members 
must  reside  tn  Visitaoon  Valley  Persons 
interested  in  Board  membership  are  encour 
aged  to  send  a  letter  of  mleresl  to  Board  of 
Direclora  Devetopment  Committee,  Vtsilaaon 
Valley  Community  Center,  50  Raymond 
Avenue,  San Ffanc6co,CA94134  Pieaselet 
the  Board  know  wtiat  you  coukj  coninbuie  thai 
will  enhance  and  improve  our  organizaBon  for 
better  service  to  our  commundy  You  wll  be 
contacted  and  your  letler  will  be  submmed  to  the 
Board  for  consideraton  at  either  the  next  Annual 
election  or  of  any  available  open  posibons  that 
mghl  occur  v^nthin  the  coming  year 
GRAPEVINE  DISPLAY  ADVERTISING:  nav 
limite(Hinie  rales  Full  Page  $60, 1  /2  Page  S33  75 
1/4Pa9e$l875, 1«Page$ia,  1/12P^$8, 1/16 
Page  $6  Generous  dscount  ftx  three  or  rrwre 
nseitions  Cal  (415)  467-9300  lor  more  detab 
C/ass/ffed:20wordsfor$l  Extraline50cents 
Ad  and  payment  should  be  received  by  1 5th  of 
prior  month  at  Visitaaon  Valley  Grapevine,  50 
Raymond  Ave ,  San  Franosco,  CA  941 34 


otlier  natural  materials,  as  well  as 
crop  rotation,  to  help  improve  soil 
fertilit>',  rather  tlian  synthetic  fertil- 
izers that  can  result  irl  an  overabun- 
dancvof  nutrients.  Asa  result,  tliese 
practices  pmtect  ground  water  sup- 
plies and  avoid  runoff  of  diemicals 
that  can  cause  dead  zones  and  poi- 
soned aquatic  life. 

Ihere  is  now  a  large  variety  of  or- 
ganic fertilizer  available  commer- 
cially, as  well  as  many  ways  to  keep 
pests  at  bay  without  resorting  to 
harsh  synthetic  chemicals.  A  wealth 
of  information  on  growing  greener 
can  be  found  online:  Check  out 
OrganicGardeningGuru.com  and 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture's 
Altemative  Farming  System  Infor- 
mation Center,  for  starters.  Those 
interested  in  face-to-face  advice 
should  consult  witli  a  master  gar- 
dener at  a  kx:a!  nursery  that  special- 
izes in  organic  gardening. 

Dear  EarthTalk  Don't  some  scien- 
tists point  to  sunspots  and  solar  wind 
as  having  more  impact  on  climate 
change  than  human  industrial  activ- 
ity? —  David  Noss,  Oilifomia,  MD 

Sunspots  are  storms  on  the  sun's 
surface  that  are  marked  by  intense 
magnetic  acHvit)'  and  play  host  to 
solar  flares  and  hot  gassy  ejections 
from  the  sun's  corona.  Scientists  be- 
lieve that  the  number  of  sptits  on  Uie 
sun  cycles  over  time,  reaching  a 
peak  — the  so-called  Solar  Maxi- 
mum—every 11  years  or  so.  Some 
studies  indicate  tliat  sunspot  activ- 
ity overall  has  doubled  in  tlie  last 
century.  The  apparent  result  down 
here  on  Eartli  is  tliat  tlie  sun  glows 


brighter  by  about  0,1  percent  now 
than  it  did  100  years  ago. 

Solar  wind,  according  to  NASA's 
rvlarshall  Space  flight  Center,  con- 
sistsof  magnetized  plasma  flares  and 
in  some  cases  is  linked  to  sunspots. 
It  emanates  from  tlie  sun  and  influ- 
ences galactic  rays  that  may  in  tuni 
affect  atmospheric  phenomena  on 
Earth,  sucli  as  cloud  cover.  But  sci- 
entists are  the  first  to  admit  that  they 
have  a  tot  to  learn  about  phenomena 
like  sunspots  and  solar  v^ind,  some 
of  which  is  visible  to  humans  on 
ILarth  in  the  form  of  Aurora  Borealis 
and  other  far  flung  interplanetary 
li^t  shows. 

Some  skeptics  of  human-induced 
climate  change  blame  global  warm- 
ingon  natural  variationsin  the  sun's 
output  due  to  sunspots  and/or  solar 
wind.  They  say  it's  no  coincidence 
tliat  an  increase  in  sunspot  activity 
and  a  run-upof  global  temperatures 
on  Earth  an? happening  concurrently, 
and  view  regulation  of  carbon  emis- 
sions as  folly  with  negative  ramifi- 
cations for  our  economy  and  tried- 
and-true  energy  infrastructure. 

"(Vjariations  in  solar  energy  out- 
put have  far  more  effect  on  Earth's 
climate  than  soccer  moms  driving 
SUVs,"  Southwestern  Law  School 
professor  Joerg  Knipprath,  writes  in 
his  'Token  Conservative'  blog.  "A  ra- 
tional thinker  would  understand 
that,  especially  if  he  or  she  has  some 
understanding  of  the  limits  of  hu- 
man influence.  Buttlie global  warm- 
ing boosters  have  tliis  unbounded 
hubris  tliat  it  is  humans  who  control 
natijre,  and  that  human  activity  can 


temiinally  despoil  the  planet  as  well 
as  cause  its  salvation," 

Many  climate  scientists  agree  that 
sunsptits  and  solar  wind  could  be 
playing  a  role  in  climate  change,  but 
tlie  vast  majority  view  it  as  very  mini- 
mal and  attribute  Earth's  warming 
primarily  to  emissions  from  indus- 
trial activity— and  they  have  thou- 
sandsof  peer-reviewed  studiesavail- 
able  to  back  up  that  claim. 

Peter  Foukal  of  the  Massachusetts- 
based  firm  Fleliophysics,  Inc.,  who 
has  tracked  sunspot  intensities  from 
different  spots  around  the  globe  dat- 
ing back  four  cenhjries,  also  con- 
cludes that  such  solar  distiarbances 
have  little  or  no  impact  on  global 
warming.  Nevertheless,  he  adds, 
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most  up-to-date  climate  models- 
including  those  used  by  the  United 
Nations'  prestigious  Intergovern- 
mental Panel  on  Climate  Change 
(IPCC)- incorporate  the  effects  of 
the  sun's  variable  degree  of  brief- 
ness in  their  overall  calailations. 

Ironically,  the  only  way  to  really 
find  out  if  phenomena  like  sun- 
spots  and  solar  wind  are  playing  a 
larger  role  in  climate  change  than 
most  scientists  now  believe  would 
be  to  significantly  reduce  our  car- 
bor\  emissions.  Only  in  the  absence 
of  that  potential  driver  will  re- 
searchers be  able  to  tell  for  sure  how 
much  impact  natural  influences 
have  on  the  F^irlh's  climate. 


Saturdays  are  Special  at  Randall  Museum 


The  Randall  Museum  offers  drop- 
in,  hands-on  art  and  science  work- 
shops every  Saturday  from  1  to  4 
p.m.  at  199  Museum  Way  (off 
Roosevelt,  above  the  Castro). 
Workshops  are  $3  per  child;  $5  for 
a  parent  and  child  combo.  All  kids 
under  8  must  be  with  a  paying 
adult.  Call  354-9600  for  further  in- 
formation. 

'Aug.  1:  Construct  your  own  ani- 
mal sculpture  from  our  wood 
scrap  supply 

•Aug.  8:  Dip  into  the  art  of 
printmaking  with  bold  and  in- 
stantly grahfyiJig  monoprints. 
*Aug.  15:  Have  fun  making  a  vari- 
ety of  pop-up  cards  for  all  occa- 
sions. Animals,  insects,  trees  and 
castles  can  all  pop  out  at  your 
friends  and  family. 


*Aug.  22:  choose  whatever  folk  fig- 
ureyou  like.  Make  a  fairy,  wizard, 
gnome,  leprechaun  or  something 
from  your  imagination  in  the 
whimsy  doll  workshop. 
"Aug.  29:  Discover  the  art  of  fish 
printing,  or  gyotaku  in  Japanese. 
This  art  form  originated  as  Japa- 
nese fisherman  recorded  their  fish 
catches  on  board  their  bt)ats.  In  this 
workshop,  we'll  use  rubber  fish! 
Other  regular  Saturday  activities 
include: 

•Morning  Family  Ceramics  from 
10  to  11:30  a.m.  ($5  per  person 
workshop  fee) 

•Meet  the  Animals  from  1 1 :15  a.m. 
to  12  noon, 

"Animal  Feeding  at  ]2noon. 
•Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad  Club 
Exhibit  from  1 1  a.m.  to  4  p.m 


•  Foreign  &  Domestic 

•  Brake  Service 

•  Engine-Trcmsmission 

•  Fuel  Injection 

•  Electrical  Service 

•  Insurcjnce  Work 
Welcome 

•  Air  Conditioning 


•  Tune-up 

•  Muffler  &  Pipes 

•  Catalytic  Converter 

•  Performance 
Dual  Exhoust 

•  Custom  Bending 


Ferfonn»nce  fx.ljust  •  JA 


^  .1 


VISA' 


8  ■  AUGUST  2009  -  WStTADON  VALLEY  GRAPEVINE 


Visitacion  Valley 
Police  Report 


Police  Cases 

•OnJune22at1018am  onthelOObtodt 
of  Hahn  Street  an  offioer  pnspared  a  report  of 
thefl  The  vjctim  was  contacted  by  phone  and 
infomied  she  had  )ustv«n  a  lottery  Shewas 
inslructed  to  mal  checks  to  several  addresses 
to  pay  for  processing  The  vicfim  mailed  a 
total  of  $6,250  and  has  not  heard  from  any- 
one sinoe  At  257  pm  on  the  100  bkxJt  of 
Lel^  Avenue,  an  offioer  prepared  a  report 
of  a^  aduH  missing  from  a  care  faality 

'On  June  22  at  12  44  pm  on  the  500  block 
RayrrwrxJ  Avenue,  an  officer  prepared  a  re- 
port of  an  unknown  suspect  breaking  a  resi- 
dential window  At  5  03  p  m  on  the  2400 
block  Bayshore  Boulevard,  an  officer  pre- 
pared a  report  of  residential  burglary  On 
June  20,  there  was  a  fire  at  this  location  and 
the  vKJim  was  forced  to  leave  his  residence 
Upon  his  return,  he  found  that  his  laptop  conv 
puter  was  missing 

'On  June  24  at  9am  on  the  11 00  block  of 
Brussels  Street,  a  report  was  prepared  of 
ai  emptoyee  embezzling  $25,000  from  a 
restaurant 

'On  June  26  at  10 13  a  m,  at  Sunnydale 
Avenue  and  Hahn  Street,  an  officer  saw  a 
vehide  amve  at  an  mtersedjon  and  fail  to 
yieU  the  right  of  vray  to  a  another  vehide 
already  in  the  intersection  A  traffic  stop  was 
conducted  The  dnver  of  the  vehide  had  no 
license  The  driver  was  crted  and  the  vehide 
towed  At  4  43  p  m  at  Cambndge  and 
Wayland  streets,  an  officer  saw  a  vehide 
with  no  front  license  plate  A  traffic  stop  was 
conducted  The  dnver  of  the  vehde  had  a 
suspended  license  The  dnver  was  crted  and 
the  vehide  tovied  At  7  30  p  m  officers  re- 
sponded to  Topeka  Avenue  regarding  a 
carjacking  Officers  met  and  spoke  viflth  the 
victim,  who  stated  that  she  vras  parked  on 
Felton  Street  when  she  saw  a  red  car  ap- 
proach her  car  The  victim  got  out  of  her  car 
when  the  rear  passenger  in  the  suspects 
vehicle  got  out  and  pointed  a  gun  at  her, 
demanding  her  car  The  victim  got  out  of  the 
car  and  let  the  suspect  inside  The  victm 
ran  down  the  street  and  called  for  police  on 
her  cell  phone  No  one  was  injured  dunng 
theinadentAt1140pm  at Schwenn Street 
and  Gamson  Avenue,  officers  were  dis- 
patched to  a  r^XHl  of  a  fight  with  knives  on 
a  Mum  bus  The  officers  arrived  and  detained 
two  subjects  based  on  their  descnpbons 
After  a  bnef  investigation,  the  officers  deter- 
mined no  fight  had  taken  place 

"On  June  27  a1 3  23  a  m  on  the  100  block 
BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  were  dispatched 
to  check  on  the  v«lfare  of  a  male  lying  in  the 
sfreet  and  bleeding  They  amved  onscene 
and  kxated  an  unconsoous  male  vwth  sen- 
ousinjunestohisface  The  unidentified  man 
w/as  transported  and  treated  at  San  Fran- 
asco  General  Hospital  The  officers  w«re 
unable  to  locate  any  wrtnesses  At  11  27  pm 
on  the  unit  block  Ariela  Avenue,  an  officer 
responded  to  a  call  of  a  missing  adult 

'On  June  28  al  6:48  am  on  the  2000  block 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  an  officer  prepared  a  re- 
port of  a  vehide  that  had  been  set  on  fire  At 
10.45am  on  the  100  WockArleta  Avenue, 
an  officer  prepared  a  report  of  a  missing  per- 
son that  returned  home  At  12  33  p  m  on 
the  200  block  Peabody  Street,  an  officer  pre- 
pared a  report  of  theft  of  a  car  stereo  from  a 
locked  vehde 

•On  June  29  at  12:27  a  m ,  on  the  800  block 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  an  officer  prepared  a 
report  of  an  unknown  suspect  breaking  a 
carwindowAt1121am  on  the  1700  block 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  an  officer  prepared  a 
report  of  a  residential  burglary  An  unknovtffi 
suspect(s)  entered  by  breaking  a  vwndow 
and  stole  a  laptop  computer  At  11  24  a  m 
on  the  100  bkx*  BIythdale  Avenue,  officers 
conducted  a  probation  search  of  an  indi- 
vidual well  known  to  the  expenenced  public 
housing  officers  Dunng  this  time,  the  offic- 
ers noticed  another  parolee  whom  they  were 
vwll  acquanted  with  Armed  with  the  knovi^ 
edge  that  the  parolee  had  several  stay-avray 
orders  from  the  location,  the  sub|ect  viras 
taken  into  custody  and  booked  into  county 
jal  At  1243pm  on  the  500  block  Wsitacion 
Avenue,  an  officer  prepared  a  report  of 
someone  convinang  the  vicbm  to  wire  him 
money  by  pretending  to  be  her  grandson 
over  the  phone 

'On  June  30  at  1034  am  on  the  1700 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  on  patrol 
in  the  Sunnydale  public  housing  area  when 
they  spotted  someone  they  believed  was  a 
known  individual  with  an  outstanding  arrest 
wanwt  The  male  began  to  walk  avray,  so 
the  offficers  gave  chase  and  eventially  k> 
cated  the  individual  inside  of  a  housing  unit 
As  the  officers  attempted  to  verify  the 


subject's  identification,  the  subject  began 
fighting  with  the  officers  Alterabnefsfruggle, 
the  officers  detained  the  subject  without  any 
further  indderit  The  officers  crted  and  re- 
leased the  individual  AI  4  05  p  m  on  the 
unit  block  Teddy  Avenue,  a  report  vras  pre- 
pared that  a  victim,  returning  to  her  parked 
car,  found  that  it  had  been  keyed  At  5  23 
p  m  on  the  unit  block  Teddy  Avenue,  offic- 
ers responded  to  a  call  of  vandalism  and 
spoke  with  the  victim  The  victim  slated  that 
she  had  left  her  residence  and  upon  her 
return,  fixind  a  broken  window 
*0n  July  1  at  10  56  a  m  at  Rutland  Street 
and  Leiand  Avenue,  an  officer  responded 
to  a  call  of  an  auto-boost  and  met  with  the 
victim  The  vicfim  stated  that  he  returned  to 
his  pailted  car  and  discovered  that  some- 
one had  broken  a  window  on  the  vehide 
and  had  taken  his  iPod  and  GPS  naviga- 
tion system  from  the  dashboard,  leaving 
behind  a  screwdnver  as  evidence 
'On  July  2  at  2  p  m  a  burglary  took  plaoe 
on  the  200  blod(  of  Woolsey  Sreet  Entry 
was  made  thnDugh  a  bedroom  window 
Loss  vras  a  Playstation,  a  backpack,  a  so- 
aal  securrty  card,  check  books,  a  birth  cer- 
tificate, Playstation  video  games  and  a 
cordless  dnil  gun  At6p.m  on  the  unrt  block 
BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a 
call  of  a  burglary  The  victim  stated  that  she 
had  left  her  upstairs  bedroom  vi^ndow  open 
when  she  left  her  premise  When  the  victm 
retumed  home,  she  found  a  video  game 
console,  several  video  games,  and  some 
miscellaneous  Items  missing  At1052pm 
on  the  unrt  block  BIythdale  Avenue,  officers 
responded  to  a  report  of  a  shooting  The 
officers  located  a  victim  suffenng  gunshot 
wounds  to  his  groin  and  thigh  area  The 
victim  stated  that  he  was  smoking  in  front 
of  his  residence  when  he  was  appnaached 
by  an  unknown  mde  At  that  time,  the  vic- 
tim heard  four  gunshots,  realized  that  he 
had  been  shot,  and  ran  back  inside  of  his 
house  The  victm's  bnather  stated  that  he 
had  heard  the  shooting  and  saw  the  uni- 
dentified male  njn  away  on  foot 
*0n  July  3  at  10  58  p  m  at  Sunnydale  Av- 
enue and  Rey  Stre^,  officers  v^ere  on  patrol 
in  (he  Sunnydale  housing  area  when  they 
spotted  a  known  wanted  individual  walking 
across  the  street  The  officers  detaned  the 
suspect,  confimied  the  warrant,  and  took  the 
subjedintocustody  A19 11  am  on  the  100 
block  Raymond  Avenue,  officers  responded 
to  check  on  the  welkieing  of  an  individual 
When  they  anved,  they  found  the  subject 
tying  on  his  bedroom  floor  and  unable  to  ge* 
up  Paramedics  v«fe  summoned  and  pn> 
vided  medcai  assistance 
'On  July  4  at  7  06  am  on  the  1600  block 
Geneva  Avenue,  an  officer  responded  to  a 
cdl  of  a  suspiaous  vehide  and  located  the 
suspect  vehicle  dnving  recklessly  in  the 
area  The  officer  effected  a  traffic  enforce- 
ment stop  and  conlacted  the  dnver,  who 
vras  unlicensed  The  officer  cited  the  dnver 
for  reckless  driving  in  addition  to 
being  unlicensed,  and  the  vehicle  was 
towed  At  1 44  a  m  on  the  200  block  Hahn 
Street,  officers  on  patnDl  heard  numerous 
gunshots  in  the  area  of  the  Sunnydale  hous- 
ing units  Officers  invest)gated,  located  some 
shell  casings,  but  were  unable  to  locate  any 
victims  or  suspects  At  5  47  pm  onthelOO 
block  BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  responded 
to  a  call  regarding  broken  windows  The  vic- 


tim stated  that,  upon  his  return  home,  he 
found  several  of  tiis  windows  vwsre  broken 
by  an  unknown  object  At  9  59  p  m  on  the 
300  block  Schwenn  Street,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  call  of  a  shooting  and  met  with 
the  reportee  The  reportee  saw  an  unknown 
male  shooting  at  another  unknown  male  vwth 
a  handgun,  but  refused  to  provide  any  fur 
therinfomiation  Officersinvesltgated,  located 
several  shell  casings  in  Ihe  area  and  a  parked 
vehide  v«th  bullet  holes,  but  vi«re  unable  to 
locate  any  victims  or  suspects  At  11  01  p  m 
on  the  unit  block  Loehr  Street,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  call  of  a  possible  stolen  vehicle 
The  reportee  saw  three  unknown  males  jump 
out  of  a  vehide  and  leave  Ihe  engine  run- 
ning Officers  v«re  unable  to  locate  the  owner 
of  the  vehide,  so  the  vehide  was  tovied  for 
blocking  the  roadway 
•OnJuly5at5:05p,m  ontheunitblockCastillc 
Street  officers  responded  to  a  call  of  a  robbery 
and  met  with  the  vKtm  The  victim  stated  that 
shewaswEikinghomev^tien  an  unknown  mate 
approached  her  and  demanded  her  money  The 
suspect  made  off  viflth  some  money. 
•On  July  6  at  12  52  a  m  on  the  unrt  block 
Brookdale  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a 
call  of  a  fight  and  contacted  the  two  parties 
One  party  taW  the  officers  that  the  other  person 
was  refusing  to  leave  her  house  A  computer 
check  revealed  that  Ihe  second  individual  had 
an  outstanding  wanant  for  pardevdsfion  The 
subject  was  taken  intocustodyAl710a.m  on 
the  100  block  BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  a  call  of  bnDken  vi^ndows  and  met 
with  the  victim  The  victim  stated  that  upon  his 
return  home,  he  found  numerous  windows  to 
hs  unrt  broken  and  a  television  m  his  Irving  room 
damaged  At  10  50  am  on  (he  1500  block 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  an  officer  responded  to  a 
call  of  a  mssing  person  and  located  the  subject 
at  her  friend's  house  The  subject  vras  reunited 
with  her  legal  guarSans  A!  3  30  p  m.  on  the 
unrt  block  BIythdale  Avenue,  officers  responded 
to  a  call  of  a  broken  window 
'On  Juty  7  at  11 46  am  on  the  100  blodt 
Hakness  Street  an  officer  was  on  patrol  and 
saw  a  person  talking  on  a  cell  phone  vrfiile  op- 
erating a  moving  vehde  The  officer  effected  a 
traffic  enfcfcement  stop  and  dtsccrvensd  that  the 
drrver  was  unlicensed  Thedrrver  was  crted  and 
released,  and  the  vehde  was  towed  At  1 06 
p  m  on  Ihe  400  block  WiWe  Avenue,  officers 
The  vdjm  told  the  officers  that  a  neighbor's  guest 
had  yeted  and  threatened  her  over  an  issue 
regarfmg  the  victni's  parked  car  The  suspect 
was  questioned  and  eventually  ated  and  re- 
leased for  dsturbffig  the  peace  Al  11 11  am 
on  the  400  block  Wtlde  Avenue,  officers  re- 
sponded to  acall  of  an  ongoing  dispute  between 
na^bors  Al  11 21  pm  on  the  100  blod(  of 
Gamson  Avenue,  officers  were  on  patrol  in  Ihe 
area  of  Ihe  Sunnydale  houang  unrts  they 
beard  numerous  gunshots  nng  out  The  offic- 
ers investigated  and  found  a  vcdm  of  several 
gunsholwounds  The  victim  stated  that  he  had 
stepped  out  of  his  house  when  he  vras  ap- 
proached by  two  unknov^ffi  males  One  sus- 
pect pointed  a  handgun  a(him  and  began  shoot- 
ing The  victim  fled  back  into  his  house  and 
the  suspects  disappeared 
•OnJuly8at4  22pm  on  the  1 00  blodt  Leiand 
Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  call  of  a  man 
with  a  gun  The  vdim  told  Ihe  officers  that  he 
and  the  susped  had  a  verbal  argument  after 
v^di  Ihe  susped  pulled  out  a  black  handgun, 
pointed  It  at  Ihe  vdim,  and  shoved  the  vdim 
away  Apolice  sergeant  located  the  susped  sev- 
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eral  blocks  away  and  took  him  into  custody 
Although  the  weapon  vras  never  rea^'ered, 
the  susped  was  booked  far  assault  At  10  36 
pm  at  Cora  Street  and  Leiand  Avenue,  offic- 
ers were  on  patrol  in  the  Sunnydale  pubc  hous- 
ing area  v*^  they  spotted  a  mcving  vehde 
that  faled  to  stop  al  a  stop  sign.  An  offioer  ef- 
fected a  traffic  enforcement  stop  the  vehde 
Upon  contad  vwth  the  dnver,  Ihe  officer  deteded 
a  sfrong  odor  of  an  illegal  nanxitic  emanating 
from  inside  of  the  vehde,  v/idi  w3s  occupied 
by  eight  indviduals  More  officers  amved  on 
tfie  scene,  and  they  begai  to  extrad  the  occu- 
pants fiom  the  vehde  Oneoccupant  suddenly 
boHed  from  the  vehide.  and  an  officer  gave 
chase  on  foot  Unfortunately,  after  a  lengthy 
foot  pursurt  and  under  the  cover  of  darkness, 
the  susped  managed  to  wade  the  offioer  Wrth 
the  remaning  subjects  detaned,  an  officer 
searched  the  vehde  The  officer  was  unaWe 
to  locate  any  illegal  narcobc  but  instead  recov- 
ered a  foaded  firearm  under  the  seat  of  one 
mate  suspect  After  further  mvestigalwn,  the 
dnver  vras  crted  for  the  moving  violation  and 
released,  one  susped  was  booked  for  pos- 
session c*  the  firearm,  and  the  other  occupants 
were  released  At  5 12  pm  onthelOObtock 
Gamson  Avenue,  officeid  responded  to  a  call 
of  a  fight  and  met  wrth  the  victim  The  victim 
stated  that  when  she  retumed  home,  three  fe- 
mate  suspects,  v^xjm  the  vdim  knew,  began 
yelling  at  her  from  across  the  street  The  three 
suspects  approached  Ihe  vdim,  and  one  sus- 
pect punched  the  victim  several  times  Thevc- 
bm  repeated  into  her  house  and  the  suspects 
fled  away 

•OnJuly9at313am  on  the  300  Stock  of 
Oxford  ^reet  officers  investigated  and  pre- 
pared a  report  regarding  a  robbery  with  Icrce 
Three  unknown  suspect  appnaached  victim 
from  behind  and  pushed  tiim  agansi  a  car 
white  simulating  agun  and  threatening  vdim  s 
life  One  suspect  went  through  victim's  pock- 
ets The  suspeds  fled  on  fool  but  a  vehde 
vras  heard  leaving  the  area  Losswasawal- 
let  and  Its  contents,  a  cellular  phone  and  a 
black  duffle  bag  The  victm  was  not  injured 
The  suspects  are  descnbed  as  three  black 
mate  adults  v«anngdark  dolhing  wrth  hooded 
sv«atshirts  At5 10p  m ,  an  officer  responded 
to  the  area  of  San  Bajno  Avenue  and  Bacon 
Stre^  when  headquarters  advised  that  one 
subtect  had  been  stabbed  by  two  others  Of- 
ficers focated  the  victim  at  SFGH  The  victim 
stated  that  he  vras  vdng  his  bke  to  San  Bruno 
Avenue  to  pick  up  some  shirts  when  a  ve- 
hde contaning  several  suspects  pulled  up 
next  to  him  Three  of  the  suspects  |umped 
out  of  the  car  and  beat  the  vdim  viMh  their 
fists  and  feet  The  victim  did  not  realize  that 
he  vras  stabbed  unfil  a  few  moments  passed 
AmemberoftheGang  Task  Force  responded 
and  took  over  the  investigatxxi 

'On  July  10  d  3 18  am  on  the  300  bkxk 
Oxford  Street  officers  responded  to  a  call  of  a 
robbery  and  met  vwth  the  vdim  Thevdimhad 
)ust  parked  hts  car  and  was  walking  towards 
hs  house  vrfien  he  was  approached  by  three 
unknowi  mate  sub)eds  One  susped  pinned 
the  victim  up  aganst  a  parked  vehide  and 
threatened  to  kill  the  victim  The  other  two  sus- 
peds went  through  the  victim's  pockets  and 
took  his  wallet  cell  phone,  and  duflie  bag  The 
suspects toenfledonfoolAl6am  onthe 
2000  block  of  San  Bruno  Avenue,  an  officer 
responded  to  the  area  regarding  a  fight  The 
officer  spoke  wrth  a  vdim  vMo  stated  that  the 
suspect,  vMo  vras  in  the  victim's  apartment 


wrth  her,  had  cut  up  all  of  her)eans,  due  to  the 
vicbm  owing  the  susped  $10  The  victim  fur- 
ther told  Wise  that  she  and  the  susped  had 
been  up  in  the  apartment  smoking  crack  for 
ttie  last  three  days  and  had  gotten  into  an 
argument  when  the  crack  ran  out  Thevicdm 
was  not  injured  dunng  the  fight  Based  on  the 
officer's  investigation,  Ihe  suspect  was  crted 
for  cutting  up  the  victim's  leans  At  7  30  a  m. 
on  the  unrt  block  Brookdale  Avenue  officers 
responded  to  a  call  regading  a  burglary  and 
met  wrth  the  vidim  The  victm  stated  that  she 
returned  home  to  find  her  bathroom  vi^ndow 
open,  and  electronic  equipment  and  dothing 
missing  from  her  residence  At  1052am  on 
the  200  blodt  Hahn  Street ,  oflicers  responded 
to  a  call  of  a  possible  vranted  person  Upon 
(heir  amval,  they  located  the  suspect,  con- 
firmed the  warrant  and  took  custody  of  the 
subjed  for  his  outstanding  vrarrant 
'OnJuly11at1244pm  onthe1600btock 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  an  officer  was  on  patrol 
and  found  a  parked  vehide  engulfed  in 
flames  Before  the  Fire  Department  coukJ 
extinguish  the  fire,  the  flames  spread  to  an 
adjacent  parked  vehide 
•On  July  12 at  3  20 am  on  the 4000 block 
San  Bruno  Avenue,  an  offioer  was  on  patrol 
and  noticed  a  parked  vehde  wrth  false  tabs 
on  rts  license  plate  The  vehide  vras  towed 
At  2 10  pm  on  the  1100  block  Sunnydate 
Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  call  of  an 
assault  The  victim  stated  that  she  had  got- 
ten into  an  argument  wrth  her  fattier  The 
father  threw  eggs  at  the  victim  and  slapped 
her  before  leaving  the_premise  The  victim's 
brother  and  cousin  refused  to  provide  any 
details  to  the  investigating  officers 
'On  July  13  at  1 06  am  on  the  200  btod( 
Argonaut  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  call 
of  shots  being  fired  and  focated  a  victim  of  a 
robbery  The  victim  st^  that  he  was  vralk- 
ing  home  when  tvic  unidentified  mates  a^y 
proached  him  One  susped  ordered  the  vic- 
tim to  hand  over  his  cell  phone  as  the  other 
susped  grabbed  the  victim  and  began  reach- 
ing into  the  vicbm's  pockets  The  victim  re- 
sisted, and  the  first  susped  pulled  out  a  hand- 
gun and  threatened  to  kill  the  victim  The  sus- 
pects took  some  money  from  the  victim's 
waltet  and  started  to  run  avray  The  victim 
picked  up  some  rocks  tying  on  the  ground 
and  threw  them  at  the  fleeing  suspects  The 
first  suspect  then  turned  tiack  towards  the  vic- 
tm and  fired  two  shots  but  missed  hrtting  the 
victim  Investigating  officers  found  some  shell 
casings  and  a  damaged  parked  vehde  in  the 
area  At  6  07  p  m  on  the  1500  block 
Sunnydate  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a 
call  of  an  auto  boost  and  met  with  the  victim 
The  victim  retumed  to  her  parked  car  and 
found  the  front  passenger  window  broken  and 
her  car  stereo  missing 
'On  Juty  Mat  1051pm  atGenevaAvenue 
and  Santas  Street  an  officer  was  on  patrd  and 
sawa  moving  vehde  fail  to  stop  at  a  sdid  red 
light  The  officer  effected  a  traffic  enforcement 
stop  and  contacted  the  dnver,  who  had  an 
opened  botlte  of  an  alcohdic  beverage  viirthin 
reach  and  v^ho  was  operatng  a  vehde  vrfiite 
his  (twer's  license  vras  suspended  Offioer  Traw 
cited  the  dnver  and  the  vehide  was  tow«d  At 
11 16pm  onttieunrtbkxkBrookdateAvenue, 
officers  responded  to  a  report  of  a  bursary  The 
vdim  stated  that  she  retumed  home  to  find 
her  front  door  urtoked  and  her  home  in  disar- 
ray The  victim  d^smnined  that  her  tetevision 
arxl  DVD  player  v«re  missing  seeNextPaoe 
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its  small  scale  and  attention  to  de-  a  development  on  this  scale, 
tail.  We'd  like  to  see  those  features  in    Like  it  or  not,  Bayside  Vista  is  a 
new  developments,  but  new  devel-  greatpredictor  of  the  future  home 
opments  tend  to  he  on  a  much  m  the  Schlage  Lock  development, 
grander  scale.  All  too  often,  hold  It  dix?sn't  have  to  he  this  way 
ideas  are  compromised  by  our  own  Blanken  Ave.  at  Bayshore  Blvd. 
lack  of  imagination,  a  beholding  to   Tliis  building,  which  is  still  un- 
diepast,  risk  avoidance  by  investors,  der  construction,  may  well  be- 
and  the  economic  realities  of  real  comeoneof  Vis  Valley's  most  rec- 
estateand  the  construction  industry,  ognizable  structures  in  the  years 
Iheend  results  are  safe  cookie  cut-  to  come.  Its  bold  and  too  big,  but 
ter  developments  that  just  happen  refreshing  none  the  less, 
to  be  very  marketable,  ltdoesn'thave    What  makes  this  building  stand 
to  be  that  way  The  following  ex-  out,  other  then  its  scale,  is  the  fact 
amplesfromourown  backyard  will  that  it  really  doesn't  really  belong 
Baysfde  mta  under  construct/on.   illustrate,  in  Vis  Valley.  Its  way  too  hip,  cool, 

Bayside  Vista,  2011  Bayshore  Blvd.  andselfawaieforourmodesttaste. 
Building  Styles  Today  The  Bayside  Vista  development  kv  Noclay  tiles,  no  ardied  windows, 
/'V  Russel  Monne  cated  behind  the  Russia  House  is  the  no  light  colored  stucco.  All  clean 

Looking  at  building  styles  today  bestrepresentativeof  thingstocx)me.  lines,  glass,  metal  and  wood  trim, 
is  like  looking  back  in  time  Each  The  design  is  decidedly  safe.  Mod-  This  is  not  say  that  the  design  is 
style  represents  a  trend  or  move-  em  and  clean  but  still  safe.  From  the  fresh  or  original, 
ment  of^a  forgoneera.  Not  surpris-  soft  earth  tone  painted  stucco,  the  Buildings  like  this  can  be  found 
ingly  the  styles  we  find  most  ap-  double  wide  garage,  and  the  purely  alloverthehipsterendavesof  Mis- 
p^iUngtodayaretheonesthathave  decorative  clay  roofing  tiles,  the  62  sion  Bay  and  SOMA.  It's  the 
transcended  some  real  or  imagined  townhomes  breaks  no  new  ground  prominent  location  and  refusal  to 
test  of  time.  We  know  for  certain  in  the  world  of  home  building.  The  bow  to  tlie  past  in  Vis  Valley  that 
that  a  style  has  crossed  over  from  design  is  so  safe  that  a  new  comer  to  makes  it  standout.  The  building 
trendy  to  iconic  when  weendeavor  the  neighbtirhood  would  swear  that  alsogetstheoonoeptof 'mixed  use' 
to  mimic  it  in  new  construction.  the  homes  along  Lois  Lane  are  part  right-  It  squee?^  five  residential 
Too  bad  this  rarely  works.  AI-  of  the  same  development.  units,  parking,  and  two  storefronts 

though  imitation  is  indeed  a  form    How  did  this  happen?  The  devel-  into  a  footprint  of  just  under  5,000 
of  flattery,  a  pale  imitation  leaves  oper  likely  knows  his  market,  square  feet 
much  to  be  desired.  Visitacion  Valley  is  many  things,  but    Could  we  see  more  of  this  in  our 

Consider  tiie  modest  bungalow,  cutting  edge  it  is  not.  Bayside  Vista  future?Only  if  weletgoof  thepast 
Weconsideritcharmingbecauseof  isexactlv  whatonewouldexpectfor  and  take  a  few  risks. 
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Police  Cases  vehide  The  suspect  broke  Ihe  window  and 

"OnJuly  15  at  1224  am  on  ttie  unrt  blo<*  stole  a  DVD  player  Ttiesusped  fled  prior  to 

Brookdale  Avenue,  officers  were  or  patrol  in  the  officefs  arrrval  At  606  pm  on  the  unit 

the  Sunnydale  housing  area  w^ien  they  were  block  of  Suit  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a 

flagged  down  regarding  unwanted  guests  call  of  shots  fined  The  officers  v«re  speaking 

breaking  into  tfie  victim's  house  The  victim  with  a  resident  who  was  at  her  door  wtien 

said  that  he  was  approached  by  three  males  shesawthreemalesnjnningdownthestreel 

darning  that  an  unidentified  individual  that  She  looked  behind  Ihem  and  saw  a  fourth 

owed  money  to  the  ttiree  suspects  was  re-  male  vralking  in  the  same  directon  She  went 


p  m  on  the  3900  block  of  San  Bruno  Av- 
enue, officers  responded  to  a  call  of  a  miss- 
ing person  and  met  with  the  reportee  The 
person  said  &iat  he  had  argued  with  his  wife, 
and  that  she  had  threatened  to  leave  him 
once  her  green  card  amved  A  few  days 
ago,  he  returned  fiome  to  find  his  wife  and 
daughter  gone,  along  with  all  Iheir  belong- 
ings At  10:35  pm  on  the  1500  block  of 


sidng  with  the  vKtm  The  suspects  broke  out  back  inside  her  home  and  a  few  minutes  later  Geneva  Avenue,  an  officer  responded  to  a 

thewindowsandkickedopenedlhefrontdoof  heard  several  gun  shots  Other  officers  amv-  report  of  phone  threats  The  victim  said  that 

When  the  victim  confRXited  them,  the  three  ing  on  the  scene  located  spent  shell  casings  she  had  recently  broken  up  with  her  girtfiiend 

suspects  began  punching  and  kicking  the  VIC-  and  were  searching  the  area  fa  possible  vie-  and  did  not  want  to  store  any  of  the  ex- 

bm  before  fleeing  on  fool  At  12  33  a  m  on  tims  and  suspects  Headquarters  broadcast  girtfnend's  items  at  her  residence  The  sus- 

the  1800  bock  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  that  a  shooting  victim  had  vi/alked  into  San  pect  called  up  the  victim  and  threatened  to 

responded  to  assist  a  police  lieutenant  who  Franasco  General  Hospftai  The  victim  is  in  hamiheritshelhrewoutanyofthesuspecfs 
was  on  patrol  In  the  Sunnydale  housing  area  stable  condition 
and  heard  numerous  gun  shots  As  the  offic-    'On  July  18  at  10  18  am  on  the  300  block 
ers  searched  the  area  for  any  suspects  or  otWildeAvenue,  officers  responded  to  a  re- 
vctims  they  were  flagged  dovi^i  by  some-  port  of  a  vandalism  and  met  wrth  the  victim 
one  reporting  that  his  vehide  had  just  been  The  victim  returned  home  to  her  house  to 


personal  items 

•On  July  23  at  1045pm  on  the  3000  Block 
of  San  Bruno  Avenue,  a  man  was  assaulted 
inside  of  a  convenience  store  by  a  group  of 
six  men  The  store  derit  reported  that  the 


Joe  Leiand 


broken  into  The  reportee  saK)  that  he  saw  find  paint  splashed  all  over  her  house  and  man  was  inside  the  store  when  the  men 

twunknovm  subjects  inside  his  vehide  wtien  onthesidewalk  At247pm  atCoraStreet  camein  The  assailants  picked  up  store  dis- 

he  heart  gunshots  An  officer  examined  the  and  Visitaaon  Avenue,  an  officer  was  on  plays  and  bottles  and  though  them  at  the 

reportee's  vehide  and  found  numerous  shell  patrol  and  and  saw  a  moving  vehide  with  a  vicbm  Another  suspect  smashed  the  victim 

casings  on  the  ground  TTie  officers  searched  broken  nght  brake  light  The  officer  effected  in  his  head  with  tvro  wooden  chairs  The 


around  the 
neighborhood 

The  Blanken?:  There  is  a  trend  in  the  mtxiem  metropolis  to  name 
fashionable  new  buildingsand  developments  with  equally  fashionable 
new  names.  UsTially  these  namesare  a  prominent  street  address  if  they 
are  so  lucky  (One  Rincon  Hill).  Others  have  names  that  are  created  to 
inspire  a  certain  mtxxi  or  ambiance  (\}\e  Watermark  30 1  Beale,  Arterra: 
300  Berry,  Radiance  at  Mission  Bay,  The  Brannan,  The  Palms,  The 
Oriental  Warehouse  to  name  a  few).  Closer  to  home  we  have  Bayside 
Vista,  the  new  town  home  development  atop  Bayshore  Blvd.,  The 
Ashton  at  Candlestick  Cove,  a  soon  to  open  luxury  apartment 
development,  and  Highpoint  on  Geneva  Ave.  There's  no  reason  why 
the  new  mixed  use  building  at  the  Bayshore  and  Blanken  interscetion 
shouldn't  have  a  proper  ear-catdiing  name.  What  would  you  call  this 
building  if  you  were  on  the  marketing  team?  Send  your  Ideas  to 
rTnorine«"aol.com  and  read  the  Grapevine  next  month  for  a  list  of  the 
best. 

*NtMS:  Ihe  North  East  fvledical  Services  satellite  health  center  located 
at  82  Leiand  Ave.  has  been  a  valued  community  anchor  since  opening 
its  doors  in  2001.  Recent  rumors  have  been  circulating  that  this  busy 
office  that  offers  "competent  and  culturally-sensitive  health  care  services 
in  several  Asian  languages  and  dialects,  including  Cantonese,  Mandarin, 
Toishan,  Vietnamese,  Burmese,  and  Korean"  may  close  its  doors  in 
response  to  the  opening  of  a  larger  state  of  the  arts  facility  on  San  Bruno 
Avenue,  also  owned  by  N  EMS.  N  EMSoffidals  have  neither  confirmed 
nor  denied  the  possibility  of  the  closure  of  the  Leiand  Ave  site. 

"Another  One  Bites  the  Dust  Old  buildings  just  can't  get  a  break  in 
Visitadon  Valley  Schlage  Lxxk  has  been  demolished.  The  Superfair 
Market  is  gone  to  make  way  for  the  new  library.  The  motel  atop  Bayshore 
Blvd.  has  been  leveled  to  make  way  for  62  new  town  homes,  just  when 
you  thougjit  there  was  nothing  left  to  tear  down,  a  portion  of  the  Korean 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  San  Francisco  on  Tunnel  Road  lost  the 
battle  with  a  wreaking  crew.  Originally  Candlestick  Cove  Elementary 
School,  old  dassroom  space  along  the  southern  edge  of  tht  site  has 
been  demolished  to  make  way  for  a  modern  youth -centered 
multipurpose  building, 

'Little  Holly^vood  Community  Park:  Did  you  now  that  Little 
Hollywood  Community  Park  is  geographically  the  first  park  in  San 
Frandsco?  Unfortunately,  only  a  portion  of  the  park,  located  along 
southeasterly  comer  of  Tocoloma  and  I  ^throp  avenues,  is  fully  owned 
by  the  City.  When  the  park  was  first  established  in  ihe  mid  1970s,  only 
tfie  lower  portion  was  purchased  ou bight  from  the  garbage  company 
'now  know  euphuistically  know  as  Recology)  while  the  upper  tier  was 
leased  for  25  years.  That  lease  expired  in  2001 .  The  City's  Rec  and  Parks 
Department  wants  to  add  the  upper  portion  to  its  portfolio  and  move 
forward  on  several  promised  renovations,  but  there's  a  hitch.  Recology 
wants  to  give  it  to  the  City,  but  only  as  part  of  a  public  /  private  land 
swap,  Recology  wants  to  trade  their  land  in  Little  Hollywood  for  an 
unimproved  dty  owned  lot,  plus  $400,000,  next  to  their  Golden  Gate 
i;)isposal  location  nearShowplaceSt]uare/  Potrem  Hill.  Not  all  in  Potrero 
Hill  are  happy  with  this  complex  deal  and  tlie  land  swap  has  been 
delayed.  A  call  or  letter  to  Super\'isor  Maxwell  might  help  move  this 
process  forward,  or  backward,  depending  on  you  perception. 

'Zen  Quote  of  the  Month:  "Politicians,  ugly  buildingsand  whores 
all  get  respectable  if  they  last  long  enough."  -from  the  Roman 
Polanski  film  Cliimlozvn. 


Giving  Yourself  a  Financial  Tune-Up 

Inf  lason  Aldeniimi  ting  penalized  tlie  following  April. 
As  we  move  through  one  of  the  Ask  yourself: 
the  area  and  located  another  pariied  vehide  a  traffic  enforcement  stop  and  learned  that  suspects  all  fled  in  a  black  SUV  Pnortothe  most  finandally  tumultuous  years  *Did  you  receivean  overly  large  tax 
along  with  a  residence  that  sustained  dam-  the  dnver  had  an  expired  license  The  dnver  attack,  a  citizen  walked  out  of  the  store  and  in  many  decades,  some  econo-  refund  or  have  to  pay  significantly 
age  from  the  gunfire  was  ated  and  the  vehide  was  towed        one  of  the  suspects  asked  him  whether  or  mists  feel  the  worst  may  be  over  more  than  wasdeducted  from  your 
'OnJuly16at12:37am  onthe1800blod(  'On  July  20  at  7  06  pm  on  Ihe  2000  blodt  not  the  victim  was  in  the  store  The  citizen  But  today's  continuing  high  un-  paycheck?  Ifso,  you  may  want  to  fill 
of  SunnydaleAvenue,  officers  responded  to  of  Burrows  Street,  officers  responded  to  a  call  thought  that  his  was  odd  and  told  the  amv-  employment  rates  troubled  hous-  out  a  new  W-4'form  with  your  em- 
three  separate  locations  on  the  1800  block  of  a  home  txjrglafy  The  residents  told  the  of-  ing  police                                 mg  market  and  tight  credit  con-  ployer  and  recalculate  your  with- 
of  Sunnydale  where  shots  were  fired  into  fioers  that  they  had  returned  home  to  find  the  Police  Summaries                      ditions  leave  many  people  feeling  holding  allowance 
homes  all  possit)ly  by  the  same  shooter  No  front  door  open  and  the  premise  ransacked   "June  23  1200  block  of  Felton  Si ,  burglary,  no  anxious  about  the  hiture  *Do  you  expect  significantlv  higher 
one  was  hurl  TlTesusped  fled  prior  to  the  Takenweresomecash.ie^ryandapurse                  „™„  ,                  Against  tliat  backdrop,  this  is  a  (or  lower)  dSuctions  this  year?  (For 
officers  amval  At  1237  am  on  the  1800  On  July  22  at  331  pm  on  the  300  Wo*  .^r/ele^^^^^^^                          good  time  to  examine  your  curr^t  example,  deductible  mortgagecosts 
SunnydaleAvenueofficersfour^  of  Sawyer  Street,  officers  ^re  dispatched  ''C  25  8   ^^^  ol  Colby  St  burglary  no  finanaal  state  Ask  yourself  where  or  m^cal  expenses.)  ^ 
'^«f^'*.'!;T^'T?.^'^'''^'^'^^  toareportofthreatsThevicbmSadthatan  arrest              o.  uoiby  bt,  burglary,  no        want  to  be  bv  year's  end  and  Mf  you  make  quarterly  tax  filings, 
on  the  vehide  f^oor  At  12  37  am  on  the  old  fnend  and  ex-roommate  accused  the  'June  26  1040  am,  lOObkKk  of  Brookdale  how  you  may  need  to  change  course  have  you  allocated  enough  toensiue 
1 700  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  victim  of  stealing  her  lacket.  The  \ndim  de-  Ave ,  recovered  vehicle                      now  in  order  to  reach  those  goals  you  won't  pay  a  penaitv  next  year? 
stopped  by  a  man  stating  two  suspects  had  niedanyknowtedgeandthesuspecJcursed  •JL-ne26  3  20pm  100  block  of  Santos  Ave,  He:^  arv  a  few  action  steps:  "Has  your  home  propertvvalue 

"rJe^HeSlS'li:^'^^^  "oo"St'i^^^      ~Tlfp. ,  600  block  o,  Sunnyda.  ^  •^-am-yourbudg^^loto.uld  dropped  significa'ntlyCrecent 

hThP^rH^rc^tc  qTJ^^^^   T         rlliv  ^      ^  ^  T       .  A^e ,  recovered  vehde  ^^^ve  changed  since  you  last  exam-  yeani?  If  so,  you  may  be  able  to  r^ 

^n^H,   l^M^o^^^^^        sporxJedtoaresKlenceinseaf^ofawanted  -June  26  5  15 pm, 3800blockofSanBr.no  med  your  household  budget.  You  quest  that  your  property  taxes  be 

found  around  the  vehde  At  12  55  p  m  on  parolee  The  officers  entered  the  premise,  Ave ,  recovered  vehde  may  need  to  tweak  your  spending  reevaluated 

tfie  1800ttod^ofSunn>^JaleAvenue,anof-  located  the  sut)|ect  near  the  rear  of  the  resh  ■June27  5l5pm,SunnydateAve  andSantosSt.  andsavinghabitstogetbackontrack  *lf  you  plan  to  buy  a  home  or  new 
fioerrespondedtoacdlofatfieftftomakx^ed  dence,  and  took  him  into  custody  At  5  06  ^g^Jl^^  20,^^^.      -Income^Has  your  pay  increased  car  L  year,  have  you  inv^tigated 

reS^v^S     ^^^^^^  decreased  significantly?  Has  taxcreditsfor whichyou mayb^eli- 

'Jufe29  1  20  pm,  \^6iiaaonA«  aidHar^iSt,  o^''?'"tinieincomediminished?Has  gible?  Go  to  www.irs.gov  and  search 

vehde  cofeon  interest  income  you  count  on  from  for  "Recovery  Act." 

'June30  7pm, 2500bbcko(San8ajnoAve, entry  savings  and  investments  dropped     Charitable  contributions.  If 

mabelhroi^hatTDntmetaigate  losswasmoney  appreciably?  you  don't  have  charitable  contri- 

^^^^^'^■^^^^^^^■'^   *B^sic  expenses:  Examine  how  butions  automatically  deducted, 

•JuVI  645am,  100ttockofSunnvd£teA«  te-  """S*"        P^Y  each  month  for  tally  up  what  you've  contributed 

cwwedvehcfe  rent/mortgage,  food,  insurance,  so  far  and  decide  if  it's  in  line 

'July?  n33am,urttblocko(GanisonAw,stoten  utilities,  gas,  clothing  and  other  with  your  goal  for  the  year.  Don't 

(etude  basics  compared  to  six  months  wait  until  the  expensive  month 

•July  10  8  04  p  m ,  Santos  St  and  Brookdale  ago.  Have  you  offset  any  increases  of  December  to  make  last-minute 
•";,rf45"prs„n„Wa.A«  an.Sa„»s      '^""^^'"S  your  income,  or  do  con.r.bu.ions^ 
St .  Iraffc  oolltsion 

•July  13. 10.35  a  m.,  unit  bkxk  Brookdale  Ave , 
recovered  vehcle 

•July  13  1 2  05  p.m ,  200  block  Brookdale  Ave , 
recovered  veticte 


Where  the  Track  Goes  No  Further 


/ 


At  the  San  Mateo  County  One  on  Bayshore  Boulevard  just  south  of  Sunnydale 
Avenue,  two  Mum  T-Jhird  LRVs  wait  to  make  their  northbound  return. 


you  need  to  trim  a  few  expenses?  Reimbursement  accounts.  If  you 
*Debt:  Have  you  taken  out  new  participate  in  employer-spon- 
loans  or  amassed  new  aedit  card  sored  health  care  or  dependent 
balances?  If  you  carry  forward  bal-  care  reimbursement  accounts,  de- 
^  ^  ances,areyou  paying  mor^  in  inter-  termine  whether  you're  on  track 
reJive^  v^h^""  ■  ^  SunnydateAve ,  est  due  to  rising  rates?  to  e)chaust  your  account  balances. 
•July13  9  43  pm,  200  block  Ward  St  wehKie  ^  ^  budget  refresher  Again,  don't  wail  until  year's  end 
coiieion  course,  Visa  Inc's  free  personal  finan-  to  scramble  for  qualified  expenses 
•July  15  8  43  am,  1600  btockSunnydateAve,  oal  management  site.  Practical  Money  that  will  allow  you  to  fully  ben- 
recovered  vehcle  Skills  tor  life,  features  a  step-by-step  efit  from  their  tax  advantages. 
•Jufyie  2am,RutlandSt  and  Raymond  Ave,  guide  tobuildinga  budget  including  Regardless  of  whether  the  worst 
M,,!S??"i!J?nm  Q.nn^^/L  «HC  .  s^veral  intcractive calculators  (www,  is  behind  us  or  not,  it  makes  sense 
sS^Sitenr"^  practi(3lmoneyskilka)m/budgeting,)  to  get  your  own  financial  house  in 
Cap(arOa«JLar*o(ingieadeStatwna>dCw  Nobody  likes  overpaying  order  to  weather  this  economic 
JcrfinLcAisoiBaviewSiflbcrcaiirtKAedtDfrBrepcrt  their  taxes  or  underpaying  and  get-  storm  and  any  hiture  ones. 
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Match  c/ufs  /o  ntiswcr^ 

1.  The  United  States  and  Japan 
signed  this  on  July  29. 

2-  On  Aug.  16,  this  U.S.  president  in- 
augurated the  new  trans- Atlantic  tele- 
graph cable. 

3.  On  Oct  28,  this  department  store 
opiened  for  business. 

4.  Admitted  as  32nd  U.S.  stale  on 
May  11- 

3.  Great  fine  in  this  harbor  on  June 
29. 

6.  First  time  using  a  decimal  curraicy 
system  on  Jan.  1, 

ZU.Sshipcau^tfiieand  sunk  with 
471  dead  on  Sept.  13, 

Tlie  first  photograph  of  a  President 
while  in  office  was  taken  of  Pitsiden  t 
James  K,  Polk  in  1849  by  Matthew 
Brady 

'In  the  1890s,  the  Victor  Talking 
Machinecompanyof  Camden,  New 
Jersey  introduced  the  first  phono- 
graph record. 

The  power  to  prevent  legislation 
from  being  implemented  is  called  a 
veto.  The  word  is  Latin  for  I  forbid. 

The  word  vinegar  came  from  a 
French  word  meaning  a  sour  wine. 

There  are  approximately  lOOdif- 
ferent  varieHes  of  goldfish.  One, 
the  gold  carp,  can  live  to  the  age 
of  30  or  more. 


Grapevine  Five  Yea 
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AUGUST  2004 

*Hoping  to  raise  enougli  funds  to 
match  a  "challenge  grant"  given  by 
the  Miriam  and  Peter  Haas  Fund, 
the  Children's  Programs  at 
Visitacion  Valley  Community  Cen- 
ter hosted  a  Ni^l  in  Napoli  on  July 
16  at  the  gymnasium. 

*After  more  than  five  years  of  dor- 
mancy, the  Schlage  Lock  site  along 
Bayshore  Boulevard  attracted  the 
interest  of  Pulte  Homes,  which  an- 
nounced its  intenfion  to  develop 
both  the  Schlage  Lock  and  a  smaller 
adjoining  site  totaling  about  20  acres 
with  boUi  residential  and  commer- 
cial housing. 

"Many  friends  and  neighbors  of 
Visitacion  Valley  gathered  at  the 
Community  Center  on  June  26  with 
members  from  theSunnydale  Resi- 
dents' Council  to  help  families  me- 
morialize loved  ones  who  lost  their 
lives  in  violence. 


8,  First  bank  opened  here  Aug.  17. 

9,  On  Sept.  1 6,  the  first  overland  mail 
tor  here. 

1 0,  The  first  of  these  debates  of  1  aS8 
was  held  on  Aug.  21. 

1 1 ,  Hamilton  Smith  patented  this  on 
Oct.  26. 

12,  First  ascent  oi  Dom,  the  third 
highest  summit  here  on  Sept.  1 1 

A.  Minnesota 

B.  Alps 

C.  James  Buchanan 

D.  Lincoln-Douglas 

E.  Rotary  washing  machine 

F.  Harris  Treaty 

G.  Hawaii 

H.  Canada 

I.  Austria 
J.  Macy's 
K.  California 
L.  London 

9-21  '3-n  'a-oi  ')^-6'^-8  'i-z 

H-9       'V-t  '[-e  '0-3  'H- 1  -SJ^'iS"  V 

(  SezWho?  ) 

Match  quotes  to  sficaker> 

1.  "Be  calm  in  arguing;  for  fierce- 
ness makes  error  a  fault,  and  truth 
discourtesy;  calmness  is  a  great  ad- 
vantage." 

2.  "  in  politics  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  an  enemy  B  only  someone  who 
disagrees  with  you  today  and  who 
might  be  with  you  on  the  next  vote." 

3.  "Always  behave  like  a  duck  B 
keep  calm  and  unruffled  on  the  sur- 
face but  paddle  like  the  devil  under- 
neath." 

4.  "The  two  foes  of  human  happi- 
ness are  pain  and  boredom." 

5.  "Business,  you  know,  may 
bring  money,  but  friendship 
hardly  ever  does." 

6.  "Mishaps  are  liJte  knives  that  ei- 
ther serve  us  or  cut  us,  as  we  grasp 
them  by  the  blade  or  the  handle." 

7-  "It  is  very  useful  to  struggle  with 
the  habit  of  giving  immediate  ex- 
pression to  all  of  one=s  unpleasant 
emotions." 

8.  "No  man  chooses  evil  because  it 
is  evil;  he  only  mistakes  it  for  happi- 
ness, the  good  he  seeks." 

9.  "Faith  may  be  defined  briefly  as 
illogical  belief  in  the  occurrence  of 
the  improbable," 

A.  Arthur  Schopenhauer 

B.  H.L.  Mencken 

C.  George  Herbert 

D.  Mary  Wollstonecraft 

E.  Jacob  Braude 

F.  James  Russell  Lowell 

G.  President  Gerald  Ford 

H.  Georges  Gurdjieff 

I.  Jane  Austen 

■9-6  'a-s  'U-L 'd 


Sump,  the  Grump 
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Events  in  August  at 
Valley  Branch  Library 

Following  are  events  in  August  at 
the  Visitacion  Valley  Branch  Library, 
45  l.eland  Ave,: 

'Aug.  3,  Monday:  Join  in  on  an  ex- 
citing green  stacks  magic  show  with 
Dan  Chan,  at  10:30  a.m. 

-Aug.  4, 1 1 , 1 8  and  25,  Tuesday:  Tod- 
dler Tales  and  Playtime  with  books, 
rhymes,  music  and  movement  at 
11:30  a  m.  for  children  ages  18-36 
months  and  caregivers.  Stay  for  the 
playtime,  right  after  the  program. 

*Aug.  5,  Wednesday:  At  a  Rug 
Weaving  Workshop  from  3  to  6  p.m., 
learn  to  make  a  beautiful,  braided 
rxig  seat  mat,  basket,  pel  bed,  belt 
and  more  from  recycled  materials! 
Local  artist  Arlene  Magarian  will 
lead  this  three  hour  workshop.  Pro- 
gram is  limited  to  1 5  participants  and 
registration  is  rtt]uired.  For  ages  10 
and  up-  Contact  Abby  at  (415)355- 
5660  or  aha rwoodC" sfpl.org, 

•Aug.  1 1, 18  and  25  Tuesday:  Pre- 
school Storytime  for  ages  3-5  at 
10:30  a.m. 

Sleep  Better,  Stress  Less 

Here'seye-openingnews:  Recently 
published  research  from  Oklahoma 
State  University  suggests  that  im- 
proving quality  of  sleep  not  only  re- 
duces stress,  but  also  helps  us  man- 
age everyday  stress. 

"When  you're  stressed  and  tired, 
every  aspect  of  your  life  is  af- 
fected," says  lifestyle  expert  and 
spokesperson  for  the  Better  Sleep 
Council,  Lissa  Coffey, 

Here  are  more  tips  to  help  you 
sleep  better  and  stress  less: 

1 .  Eat  a  well-balanced  diet. 

2.  Take  your  vitamins,  including  a 
daily  multivitamin.  Ask  your  doc- 
tor about  other  supplements,  like 
valerian,  for  healthy  sleep. 

3.  Evaluate  yourmattress-consider 
replacing  it  if  it's  five  to  seven  years 
old  or  older.  naps 
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Valley  free  listings  in  the  4 15  area  code 
Callttje  Grapevine  at  (415)  467-9300 
AQUARUM 

DR4GOfVaTY>ICJJAWjM,144l£*TtiA*  3334566 
AUTOMOTWE 

BAYSHORe  AUTO.  22S}  Bjyshore  6M .  467«1» 
BflVSHOfiE  SERMCe.  2595  Baysrtre  fiNd ,  239-5239 
BROTHEfrSAUTOBOOy  »20  Bayshcre  fiNd 
(>«RUf  S  ,  2560  Baysftje  BM .  239-7450 

rWflt/TDMOnvE  2500BayshaeBW  se&aai 
BMK 

BANK  OF  AtJERICA  6  Leiant)  Ave ,  6224501 
BAKERS 

umf  QUIAPOBA)<ESHOP.  169l£iandAv«  ,239-2253 
BARBERS 

flARaeflSHCP  3570  San  a\nD  Aw ,  7244398 
EMMAS  HAIR  SALON  35LalandAw,  567-7429 
THf  SHClP(JB)  leOftLflandAw  23W709 
BEAUTICIANS 

eOOV  SOUL  &  SPIRIT.  222  LelandAw .  333-7261 
CONNIE  S  HA/R  2436  Baysftre  9W  5e6«288 
FAC£  BOOY& SOUL  3Se2 San BfunoAve , 467-3223 
HONG  KONG  HAIR  &  NAIL  BEAUrv  SAi-OW,  199 
LeianclA«,  333- 1005 
NAILSBV  JENNY.  50  LdandAw ,  3SWeOO 
SHERRY  SEAUTY  SALON.  60  LfllanaAw ,  337-9381 
BLNO  CLEANMG 

SPEED  V  ULTRASONIC  BUND  CLEWING  {axmefoal 
aniresaeftal)  1116  Grad  Si. 467-7506 
BOARDHG  HOUSE 

4af  N  C>5y.  ft50  RuHaU  9, 33W664,  tew  33We93 
BOOKKEEPERS 

AMYARAGON  PROFESSIONAL  BOOKKEBPeR. 

VERNAWALIACEEA  2320  BayshcfB  9«l .  239-5333 
CARPETS 

HANSAN  INTERIORS.  41  Ifilard  Aw .  333*382 
CHURCHES 

CHURCH  OF  THE  VISITACION.  655  Sunnydaie 
Ave .  239-5950 

IGL£SIA  EL  ESPIRITU  SAW7D.  38  LalantJ  Aw 
KOREAN  f  ;RSr  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  333 
Tunnel  Ave .  468-1213 

RIDGE  VIEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  590 
LdatiAw  239- M57 

S  r  JAMES  PRESS  VTERMN  CHURCH,  240  Leiand  Aw , 
ia66381 

WiifYSaPnSrCHURCH,305R?jmrtAw.467-6055 
VISTAOON  CHINESE  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  8  Desmond 
a  3^4503 
COFFEE 

CAMXfSnCK  COffiEE.  21 55  Bayshore  ad .  467-2442 
HAPPY  DONUT  2600  Baysfoe  BW .  469-5309 
JCiEifWNOCAFE  28LelandAw 
CREDTT  UNION 

NORTHEAST  COMMUNITyPEDERALO^TUNION. 

29  Leiano  Aw,  43^0738 

DAYCARE 

CAROuSa  DAY  CAf^.  261  Ha*¥>  Si,  469-5353 
OENTST 

ViSlTAQON  VALLEY  DENTAL  OFFICE  (Albert  Kuan. 
DOS),  37  LfllanS  Aw,  239-5500 
DEVELOPERS 


FORrV-NWEROfANERS ,  51  LfiBndAw ,  239*419 

t£LANOAVEWUEa£AW£RS  ISILfilaridAw  5661412 

VALlfY  LAUNDRY.  90  Leiand  Aw 

VI3TAO0N  VALIEY  LAUNDRY  106  LBland  Aw ,  239- 

9030 

LEARNfflO 

FIRST  PLACE  2  START  1252  Sunnydate  Ave ,  333- 
2659 

HERITAGE  HOMES  CHILD  AND  FAMLY  DEVELOP- 
MENT CENTER  245  Rey  St  5B&e700 
JOHN  KING  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOPMENT 
CENTER.  500  Raymond  Aw ,  333-1375 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  BEACON 
CENTER.  450  Raymond  Aw  4524907 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
CHILDRENS  PROGRAMS.  103  Tuctef  Ave ,  467 
5565 

WSfTACION  VALLEY  FAMLY  SCHOOL.  325  Leiand 

Ave  585-9320 

LBRARY 

MSmaONl/AU£vaRAWCH,45LBlandAw,23W270 
MANUFACTURER 

SEE^  CANDIES  INC  345  Stfriwm  S( 
HBXM. 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS.  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER. 

1704  Sunnydale  Ave ,  584-3620 

HAWKINS  VILLAGE  MEDICAL  CUNIC  (Oepl  Crf  PuUc 

He^)  1099SunnydateAw  ,Appantmenls  71SO310 

OR  SAM  HO  MD  2858  San  Bruno  Aw .  037-6135 

NEW  CARMWL  ACUPRESSURE  HEALTH  CENTER. 

2458  BaysroB  BM .  337-S100 

NORTH  EAST  MEDICAL  SERVICES.  LELAND 

AVENUE.  92  LeIandAve  ,  39 1-9686 (ask for  Letand 

Avenue  clinic] 

PORTOW  TOOT  4  ANfdf  CUWC  (Dr  Ovyang  Pafef) 

2858  San  BruB  AW  467-7500 

NOTARV 

ROYAL  FMOF/C  MORTtSAGE  46LelandAw.  33W900 
ORGANIZATIONS 

ASIAN  PAOFIC  AMERICAN  COMMUNITY  CENTER. 
2442  BayshOfe  BJvd ,  587-2689 
WUJEL  EROMi.  Ji  TEEN  CSSfTER  1 652  Sunnydale ' ' 
Ave  584-6099 

GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS  * 
ASSOOAVON.  60  Burr  Ave ,  584-2700  | 
GIRLS  AFTER  SCHOOL  ACADEMY.  2050  J 
Sunnydale  Aw ,  333  Sc^wenn  Si ,  5W-4044 
JOHNK/NGSEN/ORCOMMUN/rVSOORaymond 
Ave .  239-6233  , 
LEL4ND  HOUSE,  141  Leiand  Ave .  405-2000  , 
ROCK  (Real  OpDons  (Of  Crly  Kids),  590  Leiand  Aw ,  , 
3334001  , 
SUNNYDALE DEVELOPMENTCOOOFFICE.  1652  , 
SunnydaleAw  841-1683  , 
VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER.  66  , 
Raymond  Aw ,  467-4499  , 
PHARMACY  , 
WS/TAOON  WUfVPHARMACK  lOOLelandAve,  , 
239-5811  I 
PHOTOGRAPHER  | 
kVAirER  CORBiN  PHOTOGRAPHV  (frselanoe),  435  i 
Sawy^  a.  587-9471,  lax  337-8620  i 
PLUMBMG  I 


VISITAOON  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPtJENT  MARKV0£U<£RPLUMaNG,99ArtelaAw. 467-7401 


CXViPORAVON  1099Sinii<lateAw  597-7895 
ELECTRICAL 

TAIE  ELECTRIC  (Joel  Tat),  4674657 
FLOORS 

TEDOy  ffs  HARDWOOD  FLOORS  309-6342 
FLORKTS 

ILFIORE FLOWERS  2466 SanftunoAw  4680145 
GARDEN  ORNAMEHTS 

SILVESTRI  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS.  2635 

Bayshore  Blvd ,  239-5990 

GROCERS 

CflSALOP£ZPROOUC£.58Lel3ndAw  5864745 
E-Z  STOP  MARKET  2203  Geneva  Ave  ,  585-9240 
fIVEWif  MARKET,^4SanawoAw  467-7300 
LA  LOMA  PRODUCE  02  65  Ldand  Aw ,  239-7520 
UTTLEWiLAGE MARKET  1450Siiin)flaleAw,  586- 
1915 

M  S,M  SHORTSTOP.  2145  Geneva  Aw ,  585-0878 

PICCOLOPETE  21 55 BayshOfe eivd.  468-6800 

7- n,  2200  Baysnore  Blvd  ,  468-8646 

SHUN  LEE  MARKET.  2400  Bayshore  Blvd  .  566- 

4651 

TEDDY  S  MARKET.  298  Teddy  Aw 
HERBS 

SAN  ON  HERBS  33-AL9landAw  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

VALERIE  HABEGGER-HYFfiOTHERAPY.  371  Teddy 

Aw,  468-5631 

INSURANCE 

EDtE  EFPS  (AHE  /NSURANCE).  467^1236  Fax  467- 

0276 

ROBERT LIHMAN.  aTC  (Skje  Ooss).  33^0850 
KTTCHEN  CABHETS 

LEE  CWANG  INTERNATIONAL  25  LeiartJAw,  333- 
2730 

LANDSCAPING 

SAN  FRANOSCO  LANDSCAPES.  256  Talbert  Si, 

585  9137.  stianscapes com 

LAUNDRYfCLEANERS 

BAY  WASH  44  Uel*!]  Aw 

QTY  WASH  83  LBland  Aw ,  333-9467 

(X>IN  WASH  &  DRY  LAUNDRY  186  Leiand  Aw 


POST  OFFICE 

VISITAQON  USPO.  68  Leiand  Aw  ,  (800)  275-8777 
REAL  ESTATE 

JUS  TVNA  P  TO.  (RSdltot.  Coldmll  Banksr),  (41 5) 
830-1235 

LaPLUE-lVALTON  «  ASSOOATES.  2428Bafitioie 
Blvd.  587-8683 

CATHY  KUNE  SAUNDERS  (Zeptr^  Real  Estate).  215 
Wg3  PotBAw  731-5011  e»  163 
RESTAURANTS 

BAYSiDE  CAFE  2011  Bayshore  BM ,  457-2023 
HAPPVftWLVfiASTTOOD,  107  Leiand  Aw .  33J8999 
G&L  BAKERY  &  RESTAURANT.  198  LelarW  AW , 
239^283 

LUAN  FAT  BAKERY.  110  Leiand  Aw ,  585-1167 
NAYANT  TAQUERIA .  98  Leiand  Aw .  587-7721 
TWOJAC^S.  167  LeIandAw, 337-0433 
SCULPTOR 

CARrOWG/N4LS(MikalCarior),2HahnSl,23W138 
SELF-DEVELOPMENT 

DYNAMIC  DEVELOPMENTS  (Mariorie  Ann 
Williams.  CEO,  Career  and  Self-Enhancements 
Specialist)  467-7609 
SERVICE  PROVIDERS 

CLAERPROJECT  1099SunnydaleAve..  Sle  323, 
33J-3017.(an  597-7491 
T}€VILLAGE  1099SirftydaleAw. 239-5045 
VISITAQON  VAll£Y  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OUTREACH 
CENTER.  57  Leiand  Aw 

VISITACION  VALLEY  BILINGUAL  EDUCATION. 
SUPPORTIVE  SERVICES  «  TRAINING.  120LelandAw 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
(WCC)  50  Raymond  Ave  ,  467-6400 
VVCC  FAMILY  &  COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
CENTER  161  Leiand  Aw  .586-6998,  Fa*  586-8027 
VISITAQON  VALLEY  BUSINESS  CPPORTUNlTIES 
AND  OUTREACH  TO  MERCHANTS  (VVBOOM). 
9Ueland Ave,  585  2338 
TELEPHONE 

D&A  WIRELESS.  78  Leiand  Aw.  45241 39 
VARIETY 

GOLDEN  99  CENTS  ZONE  S7  LeIandAw ,  333^ 


California  New-Home  Market  Making  Slow  Improvement 


SACRAMENTO  -  The  pace  of 
home  sales  at  California  new-home 
aimmunities  in  May  was  still  below 
year-ago  levels  but  continued  to  im- 
prove from  preceding  months,  the 
California  Building  Industry  Associa- 
tion reported  today. 

The  monthly  CBIA/Hanley  Wood 
Market  Intelligence  (HWMI)  New 
Home  Sales  and  Pricing  Report 
showed  that  sales  in  new-home  com- 
munities of  10  units  or  more  were  26 
percent  below  May  2008,  but  is  im- 
proved from  the  31  percent  decline 
in  the  prior  month  and  is  the  fourth 
consecutive  month  of  that  improve- 
ment trend, 

Ouring  May,  3J^y\  9  new  homes  and 
condominiums  were  sold  in  the  sub- 
divisions tracked  by  Costa  Mesa- 
based  HWMI,  compared  to  4,094  in 
May  2008.  Sales  of  single  family 
homes  were  down  by  30  percent, 
while  sales  of  townhomes  and 


"plexes"  -  duplexes,  triplexes,  etc.  - 
were  down  24  percent  and  sales  of 
condominiums  were  off  by  16  per- 
cent. 

Compared  with  the  same  period 
last  year,  tlie  median  base  price  of 
homes  sold  dropped  by  5  percwit. 

Non-seasonally  adjusted  total  new- 
home  sales  were9  percent  higher  than 
leveis  seen  last  month.  This  is  an  im- 
provement from  a  year  ago  when  the 
April-May  interval  wasa  decline  of  6 
percent.  Whilesales  volume  is  still  ap- 
proximately one  quarter  off  year-ago 
levels,  the  steadily  shrinking  year- 
over-year  sales  declines  sug^st  the 
market  is  stabilizing. 

Jonathan  Dienhart,  Director  of  Pub- 
lished Research  for  HWMI,  notes  the 
recent  month-to-month  increases  are 
a  positive  sign 

'Typically  March  is  the  strongest 
selling  month  of  the  year,  not  May," 
said  Dienhart  "The  incremaital  gains 


since  March  are  counter  to  this  typi- 
cal seasonal  trend,  which  suggests  tfie 
market  has  found  the  bottom  and  is 
truly  stabilizing,  albeit  slowly" 

Robert  Rivinius,  CBlA's  President 
and  CEO,  agreed,  and  added  that  the 
continued  weakness  in  the  new-home 
market  means  that  policy-makers 
need  to  reduce  government  fees  and 
restrictions  -  and  to  stop  trying  to 
impose  additional  barriers. 

"State  and  local  governments  must 
remember  that  we  need  to  be  build- 
ing morenew  homes  and  apartments 
-  not  less  -  to  meet  the  demand 
caused  by  our  steadily  growing 
population.  Many  communities 
have  actually  reduced  impact  fees 
in  order  to  accommodate  new 
housing,  we  must  see  more  of  that, 
and  the  continuation  of  the  state 
lax  credit  will  be  critical  to  sustain- 
ing the  improvements  in  the  mar- 
ketplace," said  Rivinius. 


Making  Siuie  Your 
Money  Stays  Yours 

/>!/  jim  0(7(1/ 

To  keep  your  money  safe  and  se- 
cure, you  need  to  understand  what 
you  and  your  financial  institution 
can  do  to  combat  security  compro- 
mises and  frauduJent  use  of  your 
financial  Intormotion 
Debit  Fraud  Techniques 

Whai  your  debit  card  data  is  com- 
promised, criminals  can  produce 
counterfeit  cards  an  hour  later.  One 
of  the  most  common  fraud  types 
can  be  found  online.  You've  likely 
seen  at  least  one  e-mail  claiming  that 
you  need  to  provide  personal  infor- 
mation or  your  checking  account 
will  be  placed  on  hold  or  shut  down 
completely. 

Recently,  many  people  got  an  e- 
mail  falsely  notifying  them  that 
their  credit  cards  may  have  been 
compromised  due  to  fraudulent  ac- 
tivity. Along  with  official-looking 
information  and  a  false  case  num- 
ber, cardholders  were  threatened 
with  the  suspension  of  online  ser- 
vices if  they  didn't  verify  their  iden- 
tity over  the  Web  by  providing  sen- 
sifive  financial  information- 
Other  types  of  online  scams  prom- 
ise rewardsor  financial  gain  for  pro- 
viding such  information.  A  recently 
circulated  e-mail  promised  that  re- 
cipients would  miss  out  on  eco- 
nomic stimulus  funds  if  they  didn't 
respond  immediately  and  provide 
the  requested  information.  The  e- 
mail  was  a  hoax,  but  the  promise  of 
wealth  or  rewards  can  cause  pet)ple 
to  not  check  sources  of  information 
as  thoroughly  as  they  should. 

You  can  even  be  taken  advantage 
of  without  knowing  anything  is 
amiss  on  shopping  Web  sites, 
"Phishing"  attackscan  causea  Web 
page  resembling  or  identical  to  a 
retailer's  to  appear  when  a  cus- 
tomer visits.  The  difference  is  that 
the  sensitive  account  and  financial 
informafion  isn't  processed  by  the 
retailer  but  sent  to  the  thief  for 
fraudulent  use. 


Another  type  of  fraud  occurs  over 
the  phone.  Some  p)eople  may  be 
fooled  into  giving  out  personal  in- 
formation by  official-sounding  titles 
or  financial  institution  names  when 
called.  For  example,  in  one  case,  text 
messages  were  sent  to  cell  phone 
customers  requesting  them  to  call  a 
bank  and  reactivate  their  debit  cards. 
Callers  to  the  number  were 
prompted  to  provide  personal  uifor- 
ma tion,  such  as  a  debit  card  nu  mber 
or  personal  idenhfication  number 
(PIN).  Also,  customers  of  a  city  util- 
ity department  received  automated 
calls  requesting  payment  and  a  late 
fee  for  a  utility  bill,  Customers  were 
requested  to  provide  card  informa- 
tion over  the  phone  for  payment. 

Keep  in  mind  that,  no  matter 
how  official  an  e-mail  looks  or  a 
phone  call  sounds,  financial  insti- 
tutions will  never  contact  you  over 
the  telephone  or  Internet  to  re- 
quest personal  information,  in- 
cluding account,  card  numbersor 
your  PIN. 


Fight  Against  Fraud 

lo  ward  i.iff  possible  scammers  and 
fi^udulentuseof  your  personal  cards, 
don't  give  out  your  PIN  or  other  per- 
sonal information.  This  includes  not 
providing  your  PIN  to  tellers,  retail 
customer  service  representatives  or 
telephone  marketers,  none  of  whom 
should  ever  ask  for  it  to  begin  with. 
Your  PIN  is  yours  and  shouldn't  be 
^Taied  with  anyone,  written  down  or 
stored  with  your  debit  card. 

Secondly,  monitor  your  account 
frequently  so  you'll  discover  unau- 
thorized spending  quickly  You  can 
work  with  your  financial  institution 
to  stop  the  activity  immediately  and 
potentially  have  most  or  all  of  your 
funds  restored-  Many  financial  in- 
stitutions provide  online  access  to 
accounts,  so  you  can  watch  your 
money  daily  This  also  helps  you 
keep  track  of  your  spending- 
Financial  Institutions'  Role 

Many  institutions  and  payments 
networks  have  rolled  out  technol- 
ogy-driven solutions  that  quickly 


identify  and  decrease  fraudulent 
use  of  debit  cards. 

For  example,  financial  institutions 
using  the  PULSF  ATM/debit  net- 
work for  processing  use  the 
company's  fraud  detection  system, 
designed  to  red-flag  potentially 
fraudulent  purchases  immediately 
and  notify  the  institution.  The  sys- 
tem isalways  adapting  to  spending 
habits  and  will  identify  purchases 
outside  of  regular  spending  trends. 

On  top  of  individual  company 
technology  solutions,  all  firms  that 
handle,  store,  process  or  transmit 
financial  data  must  adhere  to  the 
Payment  Card  Industry  Data  Secu- 
rity Standard.  Ifs  designed  to  help 
organizations  prevent  fraudulent 
payment  card  use,  hacking  and 
other  types  of  security  issues. 

You  r  knowledge  of  you  r  finances 
and  your  financial  institution's  ef- 
forts to  stop  fraud  beforeit  startscan 
help  decrease  your  risk  of  attack.. 
For  more  information,  visit  www. 
debitfactsorg.  MPS 


How  to  Spend  Your  Money  Wisely  on  School  Supplies 


Money-wise  shopping  is  "in" 
this  year  for  parents  who  want  to 
stretch  their  back-to-school  bud- 
get as  far  as  possible. 

Parenting  expert  Stacy  DeBroff 
offers  the  following  Hps  for  both 
students  and  parents  who  want  to 
get  the  most  out  of  each  dollar 
they  spend  on  school  supplies: 

•Check  for  weekly  deals:  Check 
newspaper  ads  and  store  circulars 
to  take  advantage  of  weekly  dis- 
count specials  such  as  pencils, 
notebooks  and  filler  paper. 

"Needs  vs.  wants:  Selecting  school 
supplies  lends  itself  to  teaching 
children  about  money,  budgeting 
and  needs  vs.  wants.  Make  a  list  of 
your  child's  required  supplies,  pri- 
oritizing the  list  with  necessities 
first.  Once  those  items  are  taken 
care  of,  let  your  child  use  any 
money  left  over  for  discretionary 
spending  on  such  popular  items  as 
Omnitech  Laptop  Skins  and 
Staples  Calculator  Skins  that  add 


personality  to  essential  school  sup- 
plies. 

*Buy  in  bulk:  Stock  up  for  an  en- 
tire year  or  go  buddy  shopping 
with  friends  to  split  the  cost  of 
school  supplies,  A  28-pack  of  pen- 
cils may  cost  more  up  front,  but 
you'll  have  extras  when  your  child 
inevitably  runs  out. 

Think  long-term  investment:  In- 
vesting with  a  long-term  attitude 
in  higher-quality  basic  supplies, 
such  as  the  Staples  Better  Binder, 
means  not  replacing  them  as  often. 

"Get  tech  savvy:  Flash  drives, 
graphing  calculators  and  even 
laptops  are  a  common  need  for 
many  students.  Purchasing  these 
items  does  not  need  to  be  a  major 
setback  for  parents,  though.  Think 
of  them  as  long-term  investments, 
since  they  should  carry  students 
through  several  years  of  school. 
Remember  (o  teach  your  children 
tlie  importance  of  taking  good  care 
of  these  things  and  keeping  them 


safely  locked  up  at  school. 
*Let  youngsters  leam  the  value  of 
money  by  helping  others:  In  addi- 
tion to  offering  values  on  school 
supplies.  Staples  Is  teaming  up 
with  Grammy-winning  singer- 
songwriter  Ciara  and 
DoSomething  org  to  encourage 
teens  to  make  a  difference  this 
summer  by  collecting  school  sup- 
plies and  dropping  them  off  at 
their  nearest  Staples  store  now 
through  September  19, 

"The  feedback  during  our  inau- 
gural school  supply  drive  in  2008 
was  inspiring,"  said  Demos 
Pameros,  president  of  U.S.  Storesat 
Staples.  "With  help  from  celebrities 
like  Ciara,  we  will  continue  lo  raise 
awareness  for  underserved  youth 
who  need  the  basic  supplies  to  suc- 
ceed in  school." 

To  get  involved  or  to  dieck  ou  t  a  Ust 
of  the  most-needed  school  supplies 
that  can  help  make  a  difference,  vosit 
w ww.dosomethingl  01  .org.  aiaps 
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Keep  Your  Brain  in 
Gear  When  Driving 

There's  good  news  for  drivers  who 
want  to  stay  sharp  and  safe  as  they 
get  older  With  a  little  bit  of  effort,  Ifs 
possible  to  keep  your  wits  about  you 
as  you  resjxjnd  tootherdriversand 
the  road  ahead. 

In  general,  quick  reaction  times 
tend  to  peak  in  a  person's  late  20s. 
After  that,  reflexes  can  begin  to  slow 
down. 

To  help,  here  are  some  tips  for 
training  the  brain  to  safely  re- 
spond to  challenges  on  the  road 
as  you  age: 

*Let  your  eyes  be  your  guide-re- 
member to  look  down  the  road 
while  using  your  peripheral  vision 
to  pick  up  on  any  unexpected  move- 
ments around  the  car. 

■Deal  with  ni^t  glare  by  looking 
slightly  down  ;ind  to  the  right. 

•Connect  your  mind  to  your  eyes- 
focuson  what  you  see  by  being  alert 
and  undistracted. 

"Use  roadway  signs  to  guide  you- 
that's  what  they  are  there  for  And 
bone  up  on  what  they  look  like. 
Times  change  and  so  do  signs.  For 
instance,  many  people  still  think  the 
yield  sign  is  yellow  even  though  the 
sign  has  been  red  and  white  for  over 
30  years. 

*Remember  the  two-^cond  rule- 
when  stopping  at  a  traffic  light  or 
stop  sign,  look  both  ways  and  count 
two  seconds  before  taking  your  foot 
off  the  brake. 

*Consider  becoming  a  member 
of  AAA  or  signing  up  for  a  car 
insurer's  roadside  assistance 
program. 

*As  we  age,  the  ability  to  respond 
to  stimuli  in  a  timely  fashion- 
whether  behind  the  wheel  or  else- 
where-can  be  rejuvenated  by 
brain-fitness  computer  exercises 
that  are  designed  to  help  users 
think  faster,  focus  better  and  re- 
memt>er  more. 

For  more  information,  visit  Posit 
Science  at  www.PositSdence.com  or 
call  1-800-514-3975.  maps 
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IVe  Can  He/p  You/ 

Complete  Immigraiton  documents,  assist  with  SF  County  paperwork 
(Medl-Cal,  Welfare,  etc.) ,  education  workshops,  referrals  to  other  services 


Free  Summer 
Art  Classes 

Thursday, 
August  6, 13,  20  and  27 
3:30  to  5:30  p.m. 

Family  Movie  Night 

Thursday,  August  13 
3:30  to  6:30  pm 

Free  popcorn  and  drinks 


Drop-In  Consultation  with 
Mental  Health  Consultant 

Monday.  Tuesday,  Wednesday 
August  1  to  31, 10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Our  mental  health  consultant 
can  help  you  and  your  family  by 
providing  information  and  referrals 
to  get  supportive  services. 

Please  call  (415)  342-4364 
to  make  an  appointment. 


Every  Wednesday 

August  5,  12,  19  and  26 
6  -  8  p.m. 

Men's  Classes 
Facilitated  by 
Before  The  After 
FREE  Refreshments 


Free  Food 
Distribution 

Every  Monday. 
3  -  4  p.m. 
August  3, 10, 17, 24  and  31 

Emergency  food  box 
available  anytime. 
Call  (415)  566-6998, 
Monday-Friday, 
9  a  m, -5  p.m. 


AUGUST  2009  Activities 

held  at  161  Leiand  Avenue 
except  where  noted 

Enhanced  Information  and  Referral 

Every  Monday  Through  Friday 
August  1  to  31,  9:30  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 

In  Service  Spanish  Support  Group 

Call  (415)  586-6998  for  information 


For  more  information, 
please  contact  the 
Family  and  Community  Sen^ices 

Center  staff: 
Marichelle  Punzalan,  Jenny  Sosa 
Kevin  Blackwell,  Jack  Kwong, 
Molly  Hassler 


101  Lelaiid  Avemie,  Sail  Francirsco,  CA  94134 
Tel:  (415)  5S6-609S   Fax:  (415 )  5S6-S0!i^ e-mail:  nieriam_\Tcc(^ s]>o;ttlobal.ii^t 
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\  I  have  been  studying 


Visitacion  Valley 
for  a  long  Time. 


r NiJ    Cathy  Kline  Saunders 


for  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs.  Call 


r-  n 


415.731.5011  X  163 
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